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GENERAL  SECRETARY: 
Tissington  Tatlow, 

Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

Address  all  communications  to — 

22,  WARWICK  LANE, 

LONDON,  EC. 


October  30th, 1906. 


My  Dear  Speer, 

I  write  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  of  the  S.V.M.U.  to 
tell  vou  that  our  next  International  Conference  is  to  be  held  in 
Liverpool  from  January  2nd  to  7th  inclusive, 19 08,  and  to  ash  you 
if  you  can  arrange  to  be  present  as  a  speaker  at  this  conference. 

We.  have  not  decided  to  go  forward  with  this  conference 
simp.lv  because  in  1908  the  four  years  will  have  been  completed 
since  our  last  Conference,  but  because  we  feel  that  at  the  present 
juncture  missionary  interest  is  ripening  so  steadily  in  die 
college  field  that  a  Conference  in  1908  ought  to  be  a  time  of 
reaping  on  a  large  scale.  Although  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement 
in  this  country  has  done  a  good  deal  to  cultivate  the  older 
Universities,  it  is  only  within  the  last  year  or  two  that  we  have 
gotahold  on  the  large  and  new  Universities  which  have  oeen 
springing  up  in  all  the  large  towns  in  England,  e.g.,  in  sna 
places  as  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Leeds,  Nottingham  and  Liverpool 
itself.  We  feel  that  what  the  Liverpool  Conference  of  1896 
meant  to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  and  the  older  Universities  this 
Conference  may  mean  to  these  other  and  younger  Jniversities,  and, 
of  course,  we  believe  that  it  will  strengthen  volunteer  work 

throughout  the  whole  country.  ^ 

You  have  not  been  with  us  at  a  Conference  in  England 
since  January  1900,  and  we  hope  that  as  it  '.Till  have  been  e i gh  t 
years  since  vou  have  helped  us  in  person  you  will  find  it  possible 
to  plan  to  be  present  at  this  coming  Conference.  Your  name  was 
one  of  the  very  first  itnfc  down  upon  our  list  of  speakers  and.  all 
our  Executive  are  unanimous  and  keen  about  the  invitation  to  you. 
Although  we  have  in  mind  already  one  or  two  topics  which 
we  think  you  could  deal  with  better  than  anybody  in  this  country, 

I  will  leave  the  matter  of  programme  for  the  present  and  will 
confer  with  vou  about  it  after  I  get  your  answer. 

I  have  only  to  add  nr/  own  very  strong  desire  to  see  you 
at  this  Conference.  *  I  think  you  can  not  only  help  us  on  the  plat¬ 
form  but  I  have  in  mind  several  ways  in  which  you  can  help  us, 
especially  in  our  relationships  to  the  Missionary  Societies' 
Secretaries,  and  also  possibly  among  Professors. 

We  shall, of  course,  be  glad  to  bear  the  entire  expenses 
of  your  journey  and  visit  to  us,  and  if  in  addition  to  coming  for 
the  Conference,  you  could  stay  for  a  week  or  two  in  the  country 


wq  ghoul <1  be  onlv  too  glad  to  have  your  help  in  following 
up  the  Conference  in  a  few  of  our  larger  and  more  important 
Universities. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


f 


'7'aflorJ  Tissi 
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Robert  E. Speer  Esq., 

156. Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,U. S.A., 

My  hear  Speer, 


Our  Executive  have  heard  that  there  is  some  likelihood, 
of  your  being  in  Europe  next  Summer  and  they  accordingly  ask  rae  to 
write  and  say  they  hope  there  is  some  truth  in  this  rumour  and 
they  may  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  having  you  as  a  speaker 
at  our  next  summer  Conference, which  is  to  be  held  at  Coniahead  Priory, 
U1  vers  ton,  from  July  22nd  to  29th.  They  hope  that  if  the  idea  of 
visiting  Europe  is  only  in  the  air  this  may  lead  to  a  definite 
decision  to  come.  We  are  all  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  there 
being  a  possibility  of  having  you  at  a  summer  Conference.  We  have 
sent  you.  a  series  of  invi  tat  ions  to  missionary  conferences  but  have 
not  sent  you  an  invitation  for  sons  years  to  a  Sumer  conferenoe,the 
reason  being  that  we  feared  you  were  always  so  heaviijr  booked  for 
Conferences  in  the  summer  in  America  that  it  was  useless  to  hope  to 
get  you.  We  are  delighted  to  think  that  there  is  a  chance  that 
you  may  be  able  to  come. 

Last  Summer  we  had  nearly  900  students  at  our  con¬ 
ference,  represen  ting  166  Christian  unions, viz:-  the  bulk  of  the 
Christian  Unions  in  our  College  field.  This  summer  conference  is 
the  centre  of  religious  life,  among  students  in  this  country. 

The  Master  of  university  College, Durham,  speaking  at  the  last  Church 
Congress  said  he  put  our  Movement  in  the  forefront  of  all  the 
religious  influences  among  students  in  this  country,  which  is  very 
strong  speaking  when  one  remembers  that  our  oldest  and  most  important 
Universities  have  been  on  a  religious  basis  from  their  foundation, 
but  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  importance  of  our  Movement,  you 
know  how  important  this  work  is.  We  feel  that  you  can  render  us 
a  great  service,  that  you  will  be  able  to  help  us  in  the  devotional 
and.  missionary  addresses, and  also  stir  men  to  greater  activity  in 
the  matter  of  evangelistic  work  among  students.  Mrs. Speer  TLll 
no  doubt  be  with  you  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  we  shall  be  delighted 
to  welcome  her  also  at  the  Conference. 

The  Executive  have  not  instructed  me  what  to  say 
about  opensea,  but  I  know  i  am  safe  in  saying  that  if  you  are 
anywhere  in  Europe  they  will  gladly  bear  your  expenses  incurred  in 
coming  to  the  Conference,  that  is  to  say,  should  you  be  In  Switzerland, 
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or  any  place  lixe  that,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  defraying 
such  expenses.  X  hope  we  may  soon  have  a  reply  from  you  telling 
us  to  looX  forward  to  a  visit. 


Ever 


P.G.  I  do  not  thin*  I  thanKed  you  for  your  promise  of  an  article 
on  “The  Sense  of  Duty"  which  I  note  you  say  will  arrive  about  the 
end  of  Pec ember. 


Purity 


)aa!of  (  /f.  /f , 


MR.  A  MRS.  E.  R.  TAYLOR,  ]y[ 
123  EAST  FIFTH  ST., 
PLAINFIELD,  N.  J. 


Bhnd. 


Just  as  I  am,  young,  strong, 
and  free, 

To  be  the  best  that  I  can  be, 
For  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness  and  Thee, 

Lord  of  my  life — I  come.” 


What 


“BOYS’  PURITY  BAND”? 


4- 
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It  is  “God’s  increase”  on  the  circulation  of  our 
little  book  for  the  boys  called,  “What  a  Boy  Ought 
to  Know.” 

WHAT  DOES  IT  EXIST  FOR? 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  issuing  of  our 
booklet,  we  had  felt  the  need  that  our  boys  should 
not  be  permitted  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  of  the  awful 
and  insidious  snares  and  pitfalls  of  the  Devil  around 
them.  That  the  booklet  has  met  this  need  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  hundreds  of  letters  received  from  dear  lads 
in  distress.  Many  of  these  have  not  only  been  saved 
physically— but  sfiri  tually  as  well. 

So  many  were  thus  helped  by  the  booklet,  it  was 
strongly  laid  upon  our  heart  to  form  a  band  of  such 
ones  for  the  helping  of  other  lads. 

The  plan  adopted  is  the  distribution  of  copies  of 
the  booklet.  The  obligations  involved  in  membership 
are  as  follows  : — 

I 

L 

declare  that  I  am  a  Christian,  saved  by  the 
grace  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  God’s 
Son.  As  one  belonging  to  Him  who  is 
Holy, 

T  flJromlse; 
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I.  To  use  every  possible  means  to  fulfil  the 
command,  “Keep  Thyself  Pure.” 

II.  To  help  in  the  salvation  of  other  lads  from 
the  sin  of  impurity,  by  distributing  monthly,  at 
least  six  copies  of  the  Booklet,  “What  a  Boy 
Ought  to  Know.” 

III.  To  pray  for  blessing  on  the  Booklets  given 
away  ;  for  the  salvation  of  the  lads  who  read 
them  ;  and  for  the  strengthening  of  my  brother 
members  in  the  “  Purity  Band.” 


Date, 


In  the  many  letters  we  have  received  from  dear 
lads  in  suffering,  so  much  has  our  heart  been 
saddened  by  the  continual  cry,  “  Oh,  if  I  had  only 
known,”  that  we  cannot  longer  hold  back  the  know¬ 
ledge  that  is  ours.  If  we  do,  we  feel  we  shall  be 
guilty  of  their  blood. 

If  parents  are  wilfully  or  ignorantly  neglectful  of 
their  duty  in  this  matter  of  instructing  their  boys, 
it  is  time  some  others  did  it.  We  believe  God  has 
given  us  this  work.  Too  long  have  the  hands  of 
horror  been  held  up  at  “the  delicacy  of  the  subject,” 
and  all  the  while  the  Devil  has  been,  because  of 
ignorance,  sapping  the  very  life  from  our  boys,  and 
dragging  them  down  to  vice  and  degradation. 

The  outcome  of  the  “  B.  P.  B. we  trust,  will  be  a  net¬ 
work  of  saved  and  pure,  strong  and  free  boys  and  young 
men  across  the  land,  who  by  their  life  and  simple  labour 
shall  help  to  dispel  the  abounding  ignorance  and  vice 
with  their  consequent  misery  and"  pain  ;  and  bringing 
many  of  our  lads  into  the  light  and  liberty  of  Jesus 
Christ,  their  only  Saviour  and  Lord. 
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LIST  OF  DATES  FOR  TIE  COLLEGE  FORTNIGHTLY  MEETINGS 


Academic  Year  1908-1509 


September  30th. 
October  14th. 
October  28th. 
November  11th. 


January  6th. 
February  3rd. 
February  17th. 
March  3rd. 
-larch  17  th. 
March  31st. 


April  28th. 

May  12th. 

May  30th,  Baccalaureate  Sormon. 


TELEGRAMS:  SC0TTE8QUE,  LONDON 


THE  CHURCHMAN 

6d.  Monthly 

6s.  per  annum,  post  free 


My  dear  Sir, 


7 7.//.  Grlmi,  RECEIVED 

)  TELEPHONE  :  HOLBORN  2484 

rta  o  | m 

XLhc  Cburcbman  ^r.  speer. 

A  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  &  REVIEW 

WYCLIFPE  LODGE, 

January  26.  1909. 


I  have  just  been  reading  your  address  on  "Christian 
Unity  in  the  Foreign  Field"  which  appeared  in  whe  Hew  York 
CHUR  CHI  {AH  for  January  2.  I  should  very  much  like  to  make  it 
known  over  here,  and  I  write  to  ask  whether  you  could  very  kindly 
let  vie  have  it  in  full  for  the  nonthly  magazine,  THE  CHURCHMAII, 
Which  I  edit.  It  so  happens  that  we  are  publishing  a  series  of 
articles  on  "Christian  Reunion"  just  at  present,  and  this  would 
make  a  valuable  contribution.  I  trust  this  may  be  possible,  and 
if  so,  perhaps  you  will  kindly  send  me  the  full  report. 

May  I  add  that  I  seen  to  know  you  very  well f not  only  through 
your  writings  which  I  value  greatly  but  also  through  our  coi.uon 
friend,  Mr ,V»T.R. Moody,  who  lias  more  than  once  spoken  to  me  of  you. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  did  not  happen  to  meet  you  when  I  was  in  Hortn— 
field  some  five  years  ago,  but  I  trust  there  may  be  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  before  very  long. 

Believe  me, 

Yours  most  faithfully. 


TELEGRAMS:  SC0TTE8QUE,  LONDON 


7/1  orvraSj  W,  H 


A  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  &  REVIEW 


XEbe  (Eburcbman 


AUG  14.190a 

Mr.  Speer 


THE  CHURCHMAN 

6d.  Monthly 

68.  per  annum,  post  free 


WYCLIFFE  LODGE 
OXFORD . 


August  4.  '909 


My  dear  Mr. Speer, 


You  will  receive  from  the  publisher  a  copy  of 


the  August  number  of  the  CHURCHMAN  in  which  your  article  appears. 
I  now  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  cheque  in  payment  for  our  use 
of  it  with  many  thanks  for  your  kindness.  You  will  see  that  I 
ventured  to  introduce  you  to  our  readers  by  a  note  on  p.5t>9. 

There  is  some  prospect  of  my  coming  over  to  America  for 
some  meetings  next  Spring  and  I  sincerely  hope  we  may  be  able  to 

meet . 

t 

With  kind  regards, 

Yours  sincerely, 


/ZV/L- 

(J.  /fife- 

<*MTa 

u  ,1/  /A^AZyU^  h* 


Mr 

'^^/lyjjL  /At,  AjM^rir^^r/C. 

At<^  ^/^X/4~ 

.tfip 

/fU  ftOwUr  Af^  *#¥*& 

yl/J^Z^rU^  /lAst*  //^M/*-~  j 


Awl* 


77fuS  Pa.  u  A  vi  e 

24  Grover  Street  ° ' 

Auburn  I  .  Y  .  ^ 

My  dear  Mr. Spear; 

I  was  at  the  Republic  yesterday  to  see  our  hoys  who 

have  been  at  Horthfield  and  such  a  splendid  thing  has  happened  that  I 

thought  you  might  like  to  hear  of  it. 

A  Jewish  lad  of  eighteen  from  a  cultured  home, where 

tradition  stands  paramount .had  been  doing  a  great  aeal  bf  thinking, ever 
since  he  came  to  Rreeville.and  I  was  more  anxious  about  him  for  the 
effects  of  Korhtfield  than  anyone  else .We  had  such  a  nice  talk  yester¬ 
day  and  he  sees  and  realizes  things  in  the  way  one  could  most  desire. 
Unconsciously, you  were  the  only  Speaker  that  he  talked  of.quoting  remarks 
and  illustrations  that  showed  an  undivided  attention, ana  the  facts  of 
your  addresses  very  evidently  settled  his  mind. I  feel  so  hopeful  for 


the  "building  up  of  a  fine  character  now, his  uncertainty  over  the  moral 
questions  has  retarded  progress  along  other  lines. 

Of  course  you  must  know  all  the  time  of  the  fine  results  of 
your  work, hut  I  ventured  to  think  that  this  specific  case  might  make 
you  very  proud, the  hoy  already  has  the  mature  mind  of  a  man  tff  thirty 
and  any  of  the  extreme  views  that  appeal  to  the  intellect  alone, mi£ht 

have  claimed  him. 


Sincerely  ypurs , 


July  the  thirteenth. 
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-RECEIVED 


24  Grover  Street 


mH(1  tbOtf 

Mr.  Speer, 


Auburn  H.Y. 


My  dear  Mr. Spear, 

Thank  you  for  answering  my  questions .you  make  me  under¬ 
stand  your  position, I  am  trying  to  think  it  out. Before  this, the  sacrament 
has  seemed  too  sacred, an  almost  unnecessary  torturefor  those  to  whom 
"spiritual  things  are  HOT  spiritually  discerned". 

Two  of  your  essays  have  filled  my  mind  for  many  weeks  .the  one  on 
"Truthfulness "in" The  Marks  of  a  Men", came  as  a  shock. I  fancied  everyone 
regarded  truth-telling  as  ideal, but  took  the  law  of  Kindness, for  a  daily 
rule. Suppose  a  person  had  a  record  of  ten  years  almost  hourly, delibera te , 
falsehood --which  helped  to  save  a  brain  tottering  under  physical  anguish, 
and  make  a  life  bearable- -dont  you  think  that  person  would  have  done  it 
gladly, never  questioning? 

One  of  my  Junior  Republic  boys  wrote  me  inregard  to  theatre-going , 
he  had  just  been  leading  your  "Guest ions  of  a  Young  la n "and  knowing  my 
position, wanted  my  reasons .Although  T  had  settled  the  matter  for  myself 
long  ago, yet  fearing  that  conditions  might  have  changed  even  this  winter, 

I  went  down  to  Hew  York  and  looked  into  the  matter  as  practically  as  I 
could, not  only  the  different  classes  of  performances , but  individuals  bJf.. 
on  and  off  the  stage, and  special  work  such  as  the  "Actors  Church  Alliance' 
T  hhd  an  interesting  experience  of  being  at  a  professional  matinee , given 
by  Mrs  Patrick  Campbell, and  through,  some  mistake  in  the  time, waiting  in 
a  crowd  of  over  five  hundred  of  these  people, for  about  an  hour. They  nature 
1  ly  supposing  me  on1'  of  them,  chatted  freely, and  Mr .  Spear ,  if  their  lives 
bear  out  their  speech, generosity, charity  ,and  a  Christian  spirit, are 
certainly  theirs. 

I  see  no  reason  to  change  my  mind, one  is  at  liberty  to  chose  the  best, and 
I  gratfully  acknowledge  the  lessons  that  the  stage  has  taught  me. Drama 


exists  e round  us  in  every  life, end  the  stage  shows  it  condensed , with 
the  attending  results/Outside  the  selfish  standpoint , if  we  ere  to  aid 


in  anyway, we  cannot  do  it  hy  heing  ignorant  of  the  conditions  under  which 
the  actors  live  and  work, not  that  I  believe  in  a  knowledge  of  evil, in  orde 
to  relieve  it, but  these  people  especially , in  their  mimic  world, with  little 
chance  of  mingling  in  ordinary  life, do  need  and  appreciate  IUTkLhhGE'NT 
s:vmpa  thy . 

Although  a  silent  raememhpr  of  this  discussion , i t  did  not  seem  fair, 
not  to  tell  you  what  T  am  writing  my  boy, after  first  telling  him  that  it 
is  a  Question  for  personal  decision. Its  not  been  an  easy  thing  to  do  when 
I  knov-  so  well  of  your  great  personal  influence  for  ^ood  with  boys, but  its 
my  honest  opinion. 


Sincerel 


Rev 


7oV, 


Robert  E  Speei 
Secretary 

Board  of  foreign  Missions 

Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S.A. 
h. &  h.tod.  w.s.  158  5th  Avenue 

Telegraphic  Address.  NSW  York  U.b.A. 

“Jus  Edinburgh.” 

Telephone  N?  2100. 


45  North 


RECi^i  v  Li) 

27  AM* 

Mr.  ^pecr, 

Castle  street, 

Edinburgh. 


19 th  March  1909 


Dear  Mr  Speer, 


Duff  Lectureship  Trust 

I  duly  received  your  letter  of the  8th  inst.  for  which  I 
am  obliged.  The  titles  and  sub-titles  hare  now  bean  approved  of  by  the 
Committee  and  I  communicated  them  to  suitable  daily  and  church  newspapers. 
As  it  was  suggested  tnat  the  Assembly  Hall  would  be  t.ne  most  suitable 


nail  in  Edinburgh  for  the  delivery  of  the  lectures  I  have  written  and  ar: 

: ranged  tnat,  subsequent  to  the  approval  of  the  Assembly  Arrangement 

Committee,  the  hall  will  be  reserved  for  the  Sundays  you  are  to  lecture 

in  Edinburgh.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  you  approve  of  these  arrange: 
dA/t  Otrt-4  jv-T  (At 

•ments.  The  Lectures  fall  to  be  aj^ran^ad  by  you  and  are  then  formally 

*  A.  .... 

approved  of  by  the  Trustees.  The  fee  for  the  Assembly  Mall  is 

and  I  think  it  only  fair  to  inform  you  that  rents,  printing,  advertising 

&e  run  away  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Lecturer's  remuneration. 


Dr  Robson  informed  me  by  telephone  that  he  proposed  to  arrange  a 


Meeting  with  Dr  Kelman  Mr  Sclater  and  myself  witn  a  view  to  making 
arrangements  if  possible  that  there  should  be  no  meetings  for  students 
on  the  Sundays  you  are  to  lecture . 


I 


Rar  R.E.Speor 


I  am  ascertaining  about  suitable  Halls  in  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen. 

I  am, 

•y.  _  / 


Yours  faithfully 


CLrrCu^j  frr  aXt-  ji/it^v~uxri^o  oO^//  CcS- ■  ■■ 
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Tod,  /ley'll 


Rev  Robert  E  Speer 
Hon  Sec 

Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  tiie  U  .S  .A  . 


H.  &.  H.TOD.  W.S. 

Telegraphic  Address. 
“Jus  Edinburgh.” 
Telephone  N?  2100. 


R.iiCL.1  VED 

MM 

Air.  Speer. 

45  North  Castle  Street, 

Edinburgh. 


1st  May  1909 


Dear  Mr  Speer, 


Duff  L6cturesh.ip  Trust 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  1st  April  for  which  I  am 
obliged.  I  have  only  today  learned  that  tie  Committee  are  prepared 
to  give  yoti  the  use  of  the  Assembly  Hall  and  at  a  reduced  charge  of  £3.3/ 
say  j6 15  per  meeting  -  I  ha'we  retained  the  Hall  for  the  third  Sunday:  of 
January  and  five  successive  Sundays.  According  to  the  Trust  Deed  tne 
whole  expense  of  manageing  the  Trust  and  Lectureship  arrangements  fall  to 
be  paid  by  the  Lecturer  and  in  addition  to  this  he  has  to  meet  my  firm's 
expenses  for  making  the  arrangements jl.^.if  we  make  tne  arrangements^ 
and  the  cost  of  rents  advertising  &c .  I  thought  it  right  to  bring  this 
matter  before  you  in  my  last  letter  because  one  lecturer  after  insisting 
upon  very  lavishing  advertising  was  rather  unpleasant  when  he  found  out 
the  very  small  sum  that  was  left  and  which  represented  his  remuneration 
as  Lecturer.  I  have  so  far  tentatively  arranged  txiat  you  are  to  have  tne 

MU' 

use  of  tne  U  ,F .  College  Hall  in  Aberdeen'^and  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr 
Robson  I  have  approached  the  Principal  Of  the  U  .F  . College  of  Glasgow  and 
Mr  Morrison,  Assitant  clerk,  University  of  Glasgow  with  regard  to  tne 
arrangements 


Rev  Robert  E  Speer 


2 


arrangements  to  ce  made  in  Glasgow.  When  1  have  heard  from  tnem  I  will 
write  you  again. 


I  am, 

Yours  faitafu  . 
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DECEIVED 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TIMES  |^/iy  23  1°H7 

I03I  WALNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA 

.  MR»  SP EE1  c* 

Editorial  Rooms 


Mr 


f  #  ,, 

f  c  b©'-f  t  E. 


May  22,  1907. 


"peer , 


156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York. 


My  dear  Rob: 

You  will  be 

interested,  I  know,  in  the 
enclosed  two  letters  about 
your  use  of  the  verses 
which  accompanied  your  edi¬ 
torial  "Self  Purification 


by  Hope". 

You  need  not  return  the 
letters. 

Yours  affectionately, 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TIMES 

(• 


January  22,  190 E. 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

166  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Rob: 

I  think  you  would  prefer 
to  send  a  line  directly  to  Mr. 
Milbolland ,  who  criticizes  a 
statement  made  in  your  article 
"When  Did  Jesus  Denounce  Men?" 
Will  you  dc  so? 

If  you  would  c3re  to  let 
me  see  a  copy  of  your  letter, 
when  you  return  Mr.  Milhclland's 
letter,  I  shall  be  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  having  it  for  my  own 
inf  ormat ion. 

Yours  affectionately, 


II  C.O 
/  • 


Enc  los  ure 


( over  ) 


y 


P.  S.  The  only  word  that  I  have 
written  Mr.  Milbolland  is  that  I  was 
forwarding  his  letter  to  you  because 
I  knew  that  you  would  prefer  to  write 
him  directly. 
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sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  openeth  not  hi 
mouth . " 


as  a 


And  in  making  a  careful  study 
wavS,  and  is,  that  not  during  his 
came  to  the  time  to  be  offered  as  a 
immediate  preceding  events  -  were 
H  3  NEV8.S,  NEVES  HEVIL 
sonal  tilt  and  personal  defense 
especially  verses  55,  48,49,44: 
him  not  ,  I  shall  be  a  liar 
not  well  that  thou  art  a  Samaritan, 
swered,  I  have  not  a  devil;” 
father  the  devil,  etc** 


of  the  subject  my  concliision 
ministry,  but  only  when  HE 
sacrifice  -  and  including  the 
HIS  lips  sealed.  Of  course 
ED.  But  for  a  sharp  per- 
see  John  8:12-59;  and  note 
if  I  should  say,  I  know 

like  unto  you;”--  "Say  we 

and  hast  a  devil?  Jesus  an- 

-  "Ye  are  of  your 


IS  IT  ?;0BTH  MODE  TIME  AND  STUDY? 


Most  Cordially  and  Fraternally, 

J.H.  Milholland. 
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May  16th,  190^. 


My  dear  Mr  Speer: 

I  want  to  thank  you  very  much  indeed  for  your  kind  letter 
and  for  the  interest  you  have  shown  concerning  the  school  to  which 
my  lad  ought  to  be  sent. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Chester 
School  stating  that  catalogue  was  on  the  way.  I  have  also  received 
a  catalogue  of  Lawrenceville  school. 

In  regard  to  the  difference  between  military  and  ordinary 
schools,  on  general  principles,  I  think  I  would  agree  with  you,  but 
in  this  particular  instance  the  bringing  up  of  my  lad  and  his  studies 
have  been  so  irregular  that  it  almost  seems  to  me  now  he  needs,  for 
a  time  at  least,  the  distinct,  definite  and  systematic  drill  that  he 
would  get  in  a  military  institution. 

I  had  previously  heard  of  the  Pennsylvania  Military  College 
at  Chester,  but  had,  in  the  main,  heard  it  spoken  of  rather  as  a 
college  than  as  a  preparatory  school;  I  see  now  that  it  has  a  pre¬ 
paratory  department. 

I  do  not  want  to  bother  you  again  because  you  are  such  a 
busy  man,  but  would  you  mind,  if  you  can,  giving  me  your  opinion 
about  the  Bordentown  Military  Institute?  It  is  a  Methodist  School, 

I  believe,  and  Dr  Theodore  Cuyler’s  grandson  was  there  and  all  his 
folks  spoke  very  highly  of  the  institute.  Do  you  know  the  institute 
yourself,  and  can  you  tell  me  anything  about  it?  Here  I  at  home 
now  I  would  be  able  to  look  into  all  these  matters  without  bothering 


anyone,  but  I  presume  the  application  will  have  to  go  in  before  I 
reach  New  York,  and  here  is  the  difficulty. 

In  regard  to  myself:  You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  my 
throat  is  very  much  better.  I  have  put  myself  under  the  care  of 
Dr  Gros  in  Paris,  an  American  physician  who  has  a  large  practice  and 
a  very  fine  reputation.  He  suggested  the  ether  day  that  I  ought 
to  try  moderately  the  use  of  my  voice  again  and  on  last  Sunday,  with 
his  consent,  I  preached  again  for  the  first  time  in  considerably 
over  a  year.  I  got  through  the  sermon  all  right,  but  I  found  that 
my  throat  was  not  well  and  about  midway  I  feared  that  I  might  have 
to  stop;  I  was  given  strength  to  finish,  however,  and  the  after¬ 
results  seemed  in  no  way  detrimental;  it  did  not  bring  on  any  of  the 
coughing  that  I  had  previously  had,  though  it  did  make  me  a  little 
hoarse.  The  Doctors  insist  that  I  must  not  come  on  to  New  York 
until  the  fall  and  it  is  our  intention  to  spend  the  summer  in  the 
high  altitudes  of  Switzerland  and  to  arrive  in  New  York  early  in 
September.  We  certainly  hope  and  pray  that  I  may  be  well  enough  to 
return  almost  direct  to  Korea. 

I  am  writing  Dr  Brown  today  about  the  needs  in  Korea.  I 
know  that  you  personally  take  an  interest  in  this  land  and  as  I  see 
the  way  in  which  the  hearts  of  the  people  there  seem  ready  to  receive 
the  Message  I  fear,  more  than  ever,  that  the  Church  ought  to  have  had 
more  men  there  to  give  the  message  and  to  use  the  opportunity.  We 
cannot  be  sure  that  the  opportunity  will  continue;  we  certainly  have 
it  now  and  would  it  not  be,  to  say  the  very  least,  a  good  policy  to 
push,  at  the  present  time,  the  work  more  vigorously  in  Korea  and  thus, 
in  a  very  few  years,  have  Korea  Christianized?  This  can  be  done  if 
tue  church  will  do  ner  duty  .and  I  do  not  think  that  therfi  arp  mcmv 
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fields  where  there  is  a  wider  or  more  open  door  than  in  Korea  today. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  kindness  and  trusting  that  you 
will  pardon  me  for  again  bothering  you  about  the  school, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 


eX» 



new  Zealand 
young  men  s  Pres&yterian 
Bible  Class  Union. 

R.E.  Speer  Esq, 

General  Secretary, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

Dear  Sir, 

At  a  recent  Conference  of  the  above  Union  held  in 
Dunedin  a  hope  was  expressed  that  it  might  be  possible  for  you 
to  visit  New  Zealand  next  year  and  take  part  in  our  Conference  which 
will  be  held  in  Christchurch  during  Easter  week,  and  I  have  been 
instructed  to  write  to  you  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  if  there  is 
any  liklihood  of  our  hopes  being  realised. 

It  has  been  our  custom  for  some  years  past  to  hold  an  annual 
Camp  and  Conference  during  Easter,  and  at  the  last  two  or  three  Camps 
there  has  been  an  attendance  of  some  three  hundred  members  of  the 
Bible  Class  Union,  Next  year  we  expect  to  have  at  least  five  hundred 
young  men  in  camp,  as  in  addition  to  the  usual  attractions  of  the 
Camp  there  will  be  the  interest  attaching  to  the  Exhibition,  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Christchurch  during  the  coming  summer  months  and  will 
remain  open  w  till  after  Easter. 

It  was  thought  that,  as  the  occasion  will  be  unique,  the  influence  of 
yourself  being  such  a  specialist  in  young  men's  matters,  and  being 

resident  continuously  with  a  body  of  five  hundred  men  for  four 
days  would  be  very  great,  and  would  be  the  means,  in  a  very  large 

degree  of  helping  to  consolidate  our  movement,  which  may  be  said  to  be 
yet  in  its  infancy. 
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We  also  expect  to  have  several  united  gatherings  of  young 
men,  and  could  assure  you  of  large  and  sympathetic  audiences.  It  was 
felt  that  with  your  experience  of  men  a  great  work;  could  be  done 
amongst  the  young  men  of  New  Zealand. 

Of  course  any  invitation  to  yourself  would  go  through 
our  General  Assembly,  but  before  approaching  this  body  I  would  be  glad  to 
learn  from  you  what  the  prospects  would  be  of  your  acceptance. 

If  you  could  see  your  way  to  come,  arrangements  could  be  made  for 
other  gatherings  both  in  New  Zealand  and  in  Australia. 

Under  separate  cover  I  am  sending  you  some  printed  matter 
for  your  perusal  which  will  give  you  some  information  regarding  our 
movement . 

As  our  General  Assembly  meets  in  November  your  reply 
before  then  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. 

Soliciting  your  favourable  consideration  and  hoping 
you  may  be  able  to  honour  us  with  your  presence . 

I  am. 

Yours  very  truly, 


WELLINGTON,  N.Z. 


THE  MADISOIV, 

LAKEWOOD,  N.  J. 
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Mrs.  E.  H.  Mierhiman. 
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1 /ar\  je/  QUavloft 


106  Macomber  Ave.,  Joliet*  Illinois* 
April  25,  1910. 

Re^e  is  something:  that  will  amuse  you,— and  it  does  us  good  to  he 
amused.  I  dreamed  last  night  of  you,  I  thought  you  were  attending  a  conven¬ 
tion  in  my  home  city,  brand  Rapids*  and  called  upon  me  in  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon.  It  seemed  to  he  in  the  long  ago  before  our  big  £lock  began  to 
scatter  and  before  the  home  was  broken  up,  and  all  the  six  boys  were  home. 

If  you  had  found  me  home  at  all  in  those  over-busy  days,  you  would  have 
found  me  .just  as  you  did  in  the  dream,  hard  at  the  housework  and  looking 
every  inch  the  part!  I  mast  have  hcd  you  confused  with  some  of  my  college 
mates,  for  I  remember  that  we  talked  over  Olivet  people.  And  then  you  left 
and  elected  to  go,  not  by  a  door  but  by  vaulting  out  over  the  middle  sash 
of  a  window!  To  do  it  you  started  well  back  and.  began  to  turn  a  number  of 
back  somersaults,  ^hr-t  performance  drew  the  boys  from  cover,  and  they  began 
to  try  to  equal  or  outdo  the  performance.  I  wondered  a  little  if  that  had 
been  your  object,  for  not  one  of  them  had  put  in ^appearance  during  the  call. 
At  any  rate,  I  did  not  seem  necessary  to  the  affair  so  rent  back  to  rqy  vork. 
Suddenly  it  occurred  to  me  to  ask  you  to  come  back  after  you  had  done  your 
next  errand  and  take  supper  with  us.  I  rent  out  on  the  piazza  to  ask  that 
of  you,  ror  yon  were  already  starting  o^f  with  a  couple  of  the  boys  as  body 
guard.  And  then  came  rqy  shock,— it  shocked  me  awake J  You  were  wearing  a 
queer  soft  felt,  turned  down  all  around, — and  smoking  a  penny  clay  pipe. 

You  accepted  the  invitation,  shook  hands,  and  went  off,  very  evidently  quite 
the  master  of  the  situation  as  far  as  the  boys  went, — and  as  evidently  un¬ 
conscious  that  you  had  fallen  from  any  pedestal  in  my  estimation.  I  remember 
thinking  as  I  went  back  into  the  house, ’’Now,  I  suppose  you  did  that  to  curry 
favor  with  those  lads, — and  you  do  not  realize  that  you  have  been  almost 
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my  last  reliance  in  that  tobacco  natter".  It  was  a  relief  when  I  awoke  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  whole  dream  had,  no  doubt,  been  due  to  a  recent  reread  nu 
you/^oung  Man's  Questions,  and  that  it  surely  gave  no  uncertain  soun  on  that 

question. 

It  means  so  much  to  me  when  manly  men  thke  the  stand  you  do  on  tr  at  and 
kindred  subjects.  I  have  with  ne  my  youngest  brother,  and  he  has  grown  very  fond 
of  our  dear  domine,  but  it  has  been  hard  to  have  him  able  to  quote  the  -act  that 
that  good  man  smoked=— on  occasion,  when  he  thinks  he  can  "win"  some  ran  by  .  rining 
him.  I  do  not  believe  he  gains  anything  and  am  sure  he  loses  much,  but  the  lad 
likes  to  quote  him  to  me.  And  I  like  to  quote  you  to  the  boy  and  the  fact  th&^rou 
can  ^in  men  without  it. 

It  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  sometimes  to  think  how  much  we  can  do  for  hhe 
world  by  simply  being  right.  It  strengthens  me  in  my  own  fight  to_be  what  I  believe 
to  remember  that  other  souls  may  he  depending  on  my  victory  as  I  depend  upon  yours 
and  that  of  other  people  I  know  who  simply  will  not  lower  their  ideals  to  it  their 
performance  but  are  determined  to  bring  their  living  up  to  meet  their  own  standards. 
I  feel  a  boundless  gratitude  to  such  determined  souls,  end  I  an  sure  tljpt  it  must  be 
a  part  of  their  Master's  ’'well  done"  in  the  next  world  that  their  fellow  servants 
were  consciously  buoyed  and  strengthened  by  their  courage  and  persistence  and  faith. 
I  think  my  daily  prayer  for  you  is  selfish  in  that  measure  that  I  cannot  bear  that 
you  should  san  in  your  fight  sor  righteousness  in  your  own  li^e  because  the  sight 
in  my  li  ’e  and  as  I  make  it  s0r  the  lives  0s  still  others  would  he  that  much  harder 
to  win  is  you  should,  Very  grateful,  ^or  instance,  was  I  to  awake  from  thrt  dream, 
for  the  sense  of  disappointment  and  depression  was  very  vivid  and  very  hard  to  meet 
bravely.  All  day  it  kept  me  reminded  how  in  this  battle  for  the  king  w  '  -  are  all 
interdependent  and  drag  down  with  us  or  pull  up  with  us  so  many  we  hardly  know.  I 
am  only  one  of  many,  many  hundreds  whom  you  hardly  know  and  rarely  think  os  that 
are  nevertheless  depending  upon  you  and  your  faithSulness. 


I  wanted  to  tell  you 
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For  three  years  I  have  maant  to  write  to  you. 
what  I  cannot  tell  so  accurately  now,  about  reading  aloud  to  some  plain  but  godly 
people  your  Marks  of  a  Man.  "he  comments  interested  me  very  much,  but  naturally 
they  have  grown  dim  to  ray  memory  now.  But  one  thing  I  do  remember}  and  that  ic  that 
one  of  your  illustrations  failed  of  its  point  with  them  as  with  some  of  your  Beloit 
listeners  because  it  drew  attention  from  the  main  point  that  you  were  seeking  to 
illustrate  to  a  side  issue.  Bo  you  remember  quoting  the  case  or  a  University  bred 
young  man  who  went  into  a  shop  and  worked  over  time?  Many  questioned  his  right 
to  compete  with  other  workmen  and  still  more  questioned  his  right  out  of  his  1-^fe 
of  leisure  to  set  standards  in  the  length  of  a  working  day  that  the  tieed  and 
otherwise  hampered  laborer  could  not  wisely  meet.  And  so  the  real  point  of  /r  e 
story  seemed  in  each  instance  quite  lost  in  the  other  discussions  provoked.  I  was 
reminded  of  the  fashion  in  which  Christ's  parable  of  the  unjust  steward  seems  al¬ 
ways  also  to  lose  its  point  to  most  readers  because  of  the  side  issues  it  suggests, 
side  issues  that  probably  had  no  appeal  to  His  original  audience  bxit  do  to  our 
modern  consciences. 

I  meant  also  at  that  time  to  send  you  something  I  had  a  chance  to 
v/rite  for  our  church  paper.  It  is  hardly  worth  sendingj but  since  I  have  kept 
it  all  this  time  for  you  I  will  send  it,  and  you  need  never  confess  if  you 
ne^er  take  time  for  reading  it. 

I  am  happy  this  year  in  a  class  of  boys  again  Instead  of  a  class  of 
corap 'acent  "Mothers  in  Israel",  who  either  do  not  lieed  ray  teaching  or  would  not 
use  it  if  they  did.  ^our  of  ray  lads  as  weifel  as  the  brother  I  spoke  c  publicly 
nrofessed  their  faith  on  Faster  Bay.  Feeling  as  I  do  that  the  church  owes  much 
to  its  new  members  in  helping  them  start  with  right  standards  and  habits,  I  have 


been  very  anxious  to  help  these  lads.  I  am  taking  one  step  in  giving  then  either 
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your^Foung  Man's  Questions  or  Br.  Gordon’s  Quiet  Balks.  Bo  you  will  have  a  p  rt 

And  that  will  please  you,  as  it  ought. 
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(  Dictated  ) 


Bvalon 

©rinceton,  1H.  3. 


27  October,  19^3. 

t 


My  dear  Mr  Speer: - 

Your  kind  letter  of  the  21st  has  been  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  interests  me  great ly.  Such  a  book  as  you  suggest  is  much 
to  be  desired,  and.  some  one  ought  to  make  it;  but  in  spite  of  your 
kind  words  I  do  not  feel  equal  to  the  task.  It  will  be  by  no  means 
easy,  and  if  it  is  well  done,  that  is  with  perfect  frankness  and 
naturalness,  treating  the  material  as  a  man  of  letters  (like  Steven¬ 
son)  always  does  his  work,  it  night  be  well  that  the  writer  should 
be  one  whose  residence  is  not  in  Princeton.  Among  other  reasons 
for  this,  it  would  help  him  to  get  his  point  of  view,  his  perspec¬ 
tive,  from  a  little  distance.  There  is  plenty  of  good  material, 
as  we  all  know,  and  some  day  I  am  sure  a  man  will  be  found  to  do 
this  service  for  Princeton. 

Faithfully  yours, 


Robert  E, Speer,  Esq. 


a.  lAjfe  TT  H  £, 


Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute 

(state  agricultural  and  mechanical  college). 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PHYSICS 


C.  E.  VAWTER,  B  S..  Professor 
R.  A.  PAINE,  M.  E  ,  Instructor 
W.  P.  ANGEL,  M.  A.,  Instructor 
A.  G.  WALKER,  B.  S.,  Assistant 
J.  S.  THORP,  Assist 


STANT  I  | 

An 


f 


PAUL  B.  BARRINGER,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
President. 


JJC 

A 
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New  York  City, 
Yy  dear  Mr. Spear 


School  of  the  summer  of  1S95.  Your  sermon  was  on,  "Have  faith  in  Tod n . 

I  long  for  our  students  to  Jiear  you.  Ye  need  you  here  and  especially  at 
this  time . 

I  am  directed  by  the  president  and  the  committee  on  public  exorcises 
to  invite  you  to  deliver  the  Baccalaurate  Sermon  at  our. Com:  encement  in  June 

Personally  I  want  to  urge  you  to  come . 

You  were  the  first  choice,  not  only  of  our  committee  and  the  president 
but  of  all  here  who  have  ever  heard  you. 

It  shall  be  my  earnest  prayer  that  you  will  be  with  us.  The  message 
that  came  from  our  Saviour  thro  you  has  never  left  me.  I  want  our  boys  to 
receive  just  such  a  message. 

Yost  sincerely  and  fraternally. 


February  9th,  1910 


--r.  .Vawtcr, 

Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute., 

Blaclc3burg,  VA. 

%  doar  &r*  Vawterj 

Your  hind  invitation  to  Hr.  Spoor  to  deliver  the  Baccalaureate 
Sermon  at  the  Institute  his  boon  received  in  his  absence  in  Scotland,  where 
ho  is  delivering  a  sorios  of  missionary  loot arcs.  Ho  is  not  ozpeeting  to 

return  until  March  Sth# 

I  fear,  however,  that  it  vd.ll  be  impossible  for  him  to  do  as  yon 
request,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  lie  is  anticipating  loaving  to  co  again  to 
Scotland  in  Juno,  to  attorn  the  .'or  Id  hi  as  ionary  Conference*  I  shall  hold 
your  invitation  hero,  however,  and  bring  it  to  hr.  Spoor's  attention  im¬ 
mediately  upon  Ilia  return. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


Acting  Secretary, 


dJluuthwijxm  ^insiiiniimi 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

Hyde  Park,  Chicago 

January  5,  1907 

RECEIVE^ 

'JAN  - 8  1907 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer:-  MR.  SPEER. 

I  have  your  letter  cf  December  twenty-eighth 
and  am  accepting  our  annual  disappointment  with  such 
stoicism  as  I  can  muster*  Is  this  too  iarly  to  make  an 
application  for  1908?  I  dare  say  there  are  a  great  many 
other  things  that  are  more  important  than  Chautauqua. 

You  must  excuse  my  provincial  absorption  in  the  thing  in 
which  I  am  interested*  I  wish  you  could  at  least  drop 
off  a  train  and  run  over  by  trolley  for  an  afternoon 
sometime  during  the  seasop. 

I  shall  sometime  try  to  comer  you  in  your 
office  or  elsewhere  and  try  my  persuasive  methods  at 
close  quart. ers. 

Yours  sincerely 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 


New  York  City 


// 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


5737  Lexington  Avenue,  Chicago 


October  3.  1907 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer: - 

I  was  disappointed  in  not  seeing  you  when  I  called  at  your  office 
the  other  day.  I  wanted  to  begin  an  early  campaign  to  see  whether  you  could 
net  come  to  us  at  Chautauqua.  I  had  almost  begun  to  suspect  that  tte  re  must 
be  30me  reason  for  your  evasiveness.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  you  dc  not 
approve  of  us,  nor  that  you  regard  it  as  hardly  worth  your  while  to  visit  us. 

I  hope  that  all  next  summer  is  not  full  and  that  you  can  come  and  spend  a  week 
with  us. 


Mr.  Robert  Speer 


156  Fifth  Avenue 


New  York  City 


MOUNT  HERMON  BOYS’  SCHOOL 

FOUNDED  1881 


THE 


W*l «er,  £  ' 

N  ORTH  FIELD  SEMINARY 

FOUNDED  1879 


HENRY  H.  PROCTOR,  President 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER,  Vice  President 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

EDWIN  M.  BULKLEY,  Treasurer 

54  WILLIAM  ST.,  NEW  YORK  CITY 

HENRY  F.  CUTLER,  M.A.,  Principal 

MOUNT  HERMON,  MASS. 


NORTH  FI  ELD  SCHOOLS 


D.  L.  MOODY,  FOUNDER 


CHARLES  A.  HOPKINS,  PRESIDENT 
BOSTON,  MAS8. 

LEWIS  A.  CROSSETT,  Vice  President 

NORTH  AB1NGTON,  M  A  8  S . 

GEO.  E.  KEITH,  Treasurer 

CAMPELLO,  MA6S. 

MISS  E.  S.  HALL,  B.A.,  Principal 

EAST  N  ORTH  FI  E  L  D,  MASS. 


WILLIAM  R.  MOODY 

CORPORATORS 

GLEN  WRIGHT 

W.  F.  HOLBROOK 

HORACE  B.  8ILLIMAN 

HENRY  R.  MALLORY 

WILLIAM  M.  KING8LEY 

0HARLE8  A.  HOPKINS 

RICHARD  H.  8TEARN8,  JR. 

FREDERICK  E.  NEWTON 

QEO.  E.  KEITH 

ROBERT  POMEROY 

COL.  J.  J.  JANEWAY 

R.  D.  DOUGLASS 

AMBERT  a  MOODY 

RICHARD  WHITE 

8TEPHEN  BAKER 

H.  A.  WILDER 

PAUL  D.  MOODY 

PRE8T0N  B.  KEITH 

LEWI 8  A.  CROSSETT 

HOWARD  HEINZ 

EDWIN  THORNE 
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J08EPH  A.  8KINNER 
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Mr. 


Dear 


Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

Few  York  City. 

Mr.  Speer: 


East  Northfield,  Mass. 

February 


22,  1909. 

v  i£i) 

Mr.  Speer. 


I  do  not  know  as  anyone  has  written  you  regarding  Mr.  Moody 
so  possibly  this  letter  may  be  superfluous,  but  not  knowing  and  not 
wishing  to  bother  the  family,  I  am  writing,  and  if  you  already  know 
of  his  condition  this  letter  may  be  consigned  to  the  wastebasket. 


Mr.  Moody  contracted  a  severe  cold  on  his  way  to  or  from 
Dr.  Weston’s  funeral,  arid  upon  returning  home  came  down  with  what 
was  thought  to  be  a  severe  attack  of  grippe.  This,  however,  has 
developed  into  what  the  doctor  calls  broncho  pneumonia,  and  after  a 
consultation  of  doctors,  representing  the  best  authority  in  the  state, 
we  are  advised  that  it  will  probably  be  some  weeks  before  Mr.  Moody 
will  take  up  his  duties  again. 

This  form  of  pneumonia  I  understand  is  a  sort  of  wandering 
pneumonia,  the  doctor  finding  spots  on  the  lung  one  day  and  the  next 
da}/  finding  these  have  disappeared  and  finding  new  spots  in  other 
places.  Together  with  this  Mr.  Moody  has  quite  an  attack  of  influ¬ 
enza  which  of  course  causes  complications,  and  he  is  at  present  quite 
weak,  but  yesterday  he  had  a  mo  re  comfortable  day  than  for  some  time 
and  the  doctor  advises  us  that  his  temperature  and  pulse  are  retting 
very  nearly  normal.  This  of  course  is  encouraging  and  we  are  hoping 
that  he  will  have  strength  sufficient  to  throw  off  the  malady  and 
begin  to  mend  before  long. 

Mrs.  Moody  came  down  with  a  severe  attack  of  tensilitis 
last  week  brought  on  I  think  from  worry  and  work  in  caring  for  Mr. 
Moody  but  she  is  much  better  and  the  nurse  which  they  had  for  her 
two  or  three  days  las  already  gene. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 


W 'ck  rt  S.  £ 


RECEiy 


MAR  Z 

Mr.  Sneer. 


D  OF  CHRISTIAN  WORK, 

EDITED  BY 
W  .  R  .  M  O  O  D  Y. 

EAST  NORTH  FI  E  LD  .  M  ASS  . 


March  1,  1909. 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 


This  is  just  a 

note  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  the  27th  ult  to 
Mr.  Moody,  and  to  say  that  I 
an  sending  it  to  Mrs.  Moody, 
but  as  she  may  be  too  much 
engaged  to  write  you  today 
this  will  let  you  know  that 
everything  in  progressing  as 
nicely  as  it  possibly  can  with 
then.  Mr.  Moody's  temperature 
is  noiTicil  practically  all  the 
tine,  although  he  has  tried 
once  or  twice  to  make  a  little 
exertion,  which  lias  shown  him, 
as  well  as  those  about  him, 
th‘  t  he  is  much  weaker  than 
they  thought. 

The  doctor  told  me 
yesterday  that  there  was  no 
reason  in  his  mind  why  Mr* 
Moody  should  not  continue  to 
improve  gradually,  but  of 
necessity  vein-  slowly,  until 
he  would  be  able  to  be  up 
and  out,  at  which  time  he 
thought  it  would  be  best  for 
him  to  clear  out  from  North- 
field  and  stay  three  or  four 


weeks  and  to  get  thoroughly 
strong  before  attempting  to 
take  up  his  duties  again* 
Undoubtedly  Mrs.  Moody  will 
write  you  more  fully,  but 
this  nay  help  out  in  the 
meantime* 


Very  sincerely  touts, 


ALLACES’  Farmer 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 
Weekly  $  IS?  per  year*. 


ll&fLce,  M.  N.  ' 


HE  ONLY  PIPE  PBOOrNEWSPAPEI 


GOOD  FARMING.  (  I.KAH  THINKING. 
RIGHT  LIVING. 


HENRY  WALLACE, Editor. 

H.G  WALLACE,  Managerand  Associate  Editor 
JOHN  P.  WALLACE,  Advertising  Manager, 


December  14,  1911. 


RECEIVED. 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York. 

My  dear  Mr. Speer; 

I  learn  that  the  Y.M.C.A.  people  are  anxious  that  you  shall 
lead  an  evangelical  campaign  at  the  Iowa  State  University  some  time 
during  the  month  of  March;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  do  so,  as 
efficient  leadership  is  greatly  needed. 

I  recently  spent  a  Sabbath  at  the  University,  and  addressed 
the  students  at  the  vesper  service  on  Solomon  and  his  writings.  In 
this  I  endeavored  to  point  out  to  them  that  the  sins  of  Solomon 


were  not  of  tie  flesh  but  of  the  intellect;  that  the  cutting  off 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  from  the  rest  of  the  nation  like  a  diseased 
limb  was  due  to  the  personal  influence  of  Solomon  in  sanctioning 
idolatrous  worship;  and  that  this  sanction  grew  out  of  his  broad 

O-ipolA te  ’  {'-■*-  vw  i 

views,  similar  to  those  entertained  by  rationalists  in  every  age, 
namely  ,  that  the  different  religions  are  simply  different  modes  of 
apprehending  the  Divine;  and  that  in  worshiping  four  gods  he  really 
worshiped  none;  that  we  have  in  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  his  auto¬ 
biography,  in  which,  he  depicts  with  unsparing  hand  the  different 
follies  of  his  life  and  the  Slough  of  Despond  into  isiiich  he  fell, 
and  secured  a  firm  footing  only  at  the  close  of  his  life,  when  for 
the  first  time  he  got  hold  of  the  true  idea,  that  of  doing  good  to 


THE  ONLY  AGRICULTURAL  PAPER  IN  THE  STATE  THAT  REQUIRES  PAY  / N  ADVANCE  FOR  SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  STOPS  WHEN  TIME  IS  OUT. 


R.E.S.-2- 


othe rs.  His  whole  previous  life*  whether  in  the  pursuit  of 

wisdom,  wealth  or  pleasure,  had  been  selfish 

I  tried  to  point  out  to  them  the  particular  dangers  that 
beset  young  men  in  a  University;  that  the  sins  into  vftiich  they 
were  most  likely  to  fall  were  exactly  the  same  as  those  into  whidh 
Solomon  fell;  and  that  while  their  fall,  or  that  of  any  individual, 
would  be  a  trifling  thing  in  its  results  compared  with  that  of 
Solomon,  the  very  life  of  the  nation  would  be  imperiled  if  educated 
men  fell  under  the  same  temptations  under  which  Solomon  fell. 

This,  you  will  observe,  is  a  somewhat  new  view  of  the  life 
of  Solomon;  but  I  am  quite  sure  it  is  the  correct  one;  and  with 
this  view  the  three  books  which  he  wrote  become  luminous.  Other¬ 
wise  they  are  a  puzzle  to  commentators. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

v  * 


Extract  from  letter  from 
Gillian  Wallace. 

->t .  I'oter,  Uinn. 

Jan.  19x,h ,  1S04. 

,knd  now  a  word  about  that  Board  Meeting.  I  knew  all  along  that  personally 
you  were  most  anxious  to  have  me  meet  the  3oard,  and  your  very  kind  letter  of  explan¬ 
ations  confirmed  me  to  that  belief.  Still  is  was  a  tremendous  disappointment  ,  and  1 
cannot  understand  yet  why  it  was  necessary  for  a  regularly  appointed  missionary  of  the 
Board  who  is  supposed  to  have  its  confidence,  to  be  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  hear¬ 
ing  its  deliberations.  On  the  regular  business  before  it.  A  word  of  explanation  that 
the  matter  treated  was  confidential  would  have  been  sufficient  to  any  missionary  wit  a 
any  sense  of  honor.  After  being  cordially  and  sincerely  united  by  yourself  1  was  exposed 
to  the  embarassment  and  humiliation  of  being  treated  as  an  intruder.  For  thirteen  years 
1  have  labored  under  the  Board,  without  ever  having  had  the  privilege  of  int  ing  its 
deliberations,  and  of  getting  into  real  touch  and  sympathy  with  its  members.  Speaking 
favorably  ,  it  does  seem  that  much  harm  must  come  from  such  exclusive  than  from  any  in¬ 
discretion  in  revealing  the  secrets  of  the  Board. 

Had  you  succeeded  in  wedging  me  in  to  make  a  little  speech  (  though  I 

confess  1  would  have  been  at  a  loss  what  to  say)  and  then  run  out  again,  1  am  afaaid  I 
would  have  been  equally  disappointed. 

In  returning  to  my  work  it  will  be  with  a  distinct  sense  of  loss  and  dis¬ 
appointment  in  not  meeting  the  Board,  who  have  chosen  us,  both  secretaries  and  missionar¬ 
ies  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the  world  wide  extensile  of  the  Kingdom. 
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W  C.  Chen,  president 

1108  E  AST  Ann  St, 

ANN  ABBOR.  MICHIGAN 


PlNQWEN  KUO,  TREASURER 

Quinby  Avenue 

Wooster,  Ohio 


N.  Han,  vice-president 

1341  Wilmot  Street 

Ann  Arbor.  Michigan 


Chengtinq  T.  Wang,  GeneralSecretary 
467  Yale  Station 
New  Haven.  Conn. 


Organ:  “China’s  Young  Men” 

Hew  Haven  ,  May  19, 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Hew  York  City* 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

We  were  rather  unfortunate  in  not  having  you  with  us  at  our 
last  Christian  Conference,  because  you  had  to  go  down  to  South  Ameri¬ 
ca.  But  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  come  to  adress  at  our  next 
conference  for  we  are  very  anxious  to  hear  you  on  the  important  topic, 
’’Dedication  and  Consecration  to  Christian  Service.”  The  second 
c on f ergnce  of  th e  C.  "3^  C«  A*  is  to  be  held  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
from  August  19-23  inclusive.  We  have  arranged  for  a  sunset  meeting 
Fridfey-aJi_Si,l^r'tbie  object  of  which  is  tfco  call  men  to  take  up  the 
Christian  service  and  it  is  our  hope  to  have  you  address , meeting  which 
comes  last  as  a  sort  of  windup  of  the  whole  series. 

Our  idea  is  to  have  Porf.  Salim on  lead  us  at  the  first  meeting 
on  Saturday,  August  20th,  followed  on  Sunday  by  Mr.  Mott,  and  then  on 
Monday  by  Prof.  Bosworth. 

We  would  be  so  happy  to  get  a  favorable  reply  from  you. 

With  best  regards. 

Yours  sincerely, 

w/m.  err, 


]/\Ja  r  bvc  h  ,  Gr.pt. 
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Mr.  Speer.' 
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My  dear  Mr  Speer; 

I  am  interested  in  your  books  so  far  as  I  have 
read  any  of  them, but  I  want  to  say  a  word  on  the  first 
paragraph  of  chap  36, "The  Principles  of  Jesus".  And  I  do  so 
in  the  most  friendly  way,  not  seeking  a  controversy  in 
any  sense  whatever. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  Divine  Healing.  The  dear 
Lord  takes  the  s.ick  body(of  those  who  choose)  and  restores 
i t <  to  heal th.  wi thou t  the  aid  of  Medicine. Why  not? 

Sickness  is  here, and  in  mercy  to  our  race  God 
has  supplied  the  whole  system  of  Medical  Science, but  it  is 
not  because  He  has  no  other  method.  Satan  attacks  the  body 
with  his  s ic knes ses , bu t  Jesus  ekploys  them  to  work  out  His 
purposes, it  may  be  that  His  image  should  be  made  more  clear, 
or  that  the  character  may  be  purged,  or  for  any  reason  which 
has  for  its  object, tht  bearing  of  greater  fruit. He  does  use 
them  to  chasten,  strengthen,  cleanse, in  order  to  perfection. 

But  Death  is  part  of  the  divine  pi  an, and  cannot 
be  thougt  of  as  escapeable .The  "logical  cone  1  us  ion ",  as  you 
write, is, in  my  judgement, an  error. 

Divine  healing  is  a  FACT. The  Eev  Kenneth  Mackenzie 
of  Westport,  Conn, has  had  several  attacks  of  sickness, he  is 
always  healed  without  medical  aid.  His  neople  could  not  under¬ 
stands,  and  sent  a  doctor  to  enquire  why. He  examined  the  man 
and  concluded  that  he  had  three  several  difficulties,  and  it 
would  take  six  weeks  to  cure  him.  The  patient  said"Doctor  I  am 
not  going  to  take  med ic ine "  .f hy  did  you  send  for  me?  It  was  my 
people  who  sent  you  to  me, and  you  have  stated  the  trouble.  The 
next  morning  the  sick  man  arose  and  went  about  his  work  as  usual. 


ospital,  Blackwell's  Island. 

July  1  ^ ,  1909. 


The  people  were  mystified,  the  doctor  set  it  at  rest  by  his 
professional  skill  and  knowledge. 

Besides  this,  I  have  a  member  of  my  own  family 
who  has  been  healed  through  the  anointing  at  Rev  A .  B .  Simnson  ’  s 
Tabernacle.  It  goes  to  shew  that  where  a  person  will  take 
Christ  to  be  healer  of  the  body,  as  well  as  the  Saviour  of  the 
soul,  He  will  honor  the  confidence  so  placed. 

Now,  I  repeat  that  I  am  not  prescribing  nor  fault 
finding, I  am  trying  to  clear  the  subject  of  its  misconceptions 
which  has  overshadowed  it.  You  will,  I  am  sure  ,so  understand 
me,  and  will  accept  this  in  that  spirit. 

How  much  it  is  wished  that  the  Church  as  a  whole, 
would  arise  from  the  dust  of  popular  opinion,  although  it  is 
RELIGIOUS, and  give  Christ  the  opportunity  to  display  His  power 
i/  in  healing  as  well  as  saving. 

Possibly  you  may  not  agree  with  me,  but  I  fell  greatly 
relieved  in  having  spoken.  May  our  Lord  be  glorified  and  honored 
in  the  attempt  to  glorify  Him. 

With  since  rest  regard  and  affection. 

I  am,  faithfully  yours. 


1/1/  f  I  Is,  Pl'V'O 
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MR.  SPEER. 


December  17,  1906 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

I  am  delighted  to  have  your  strong  and  effective 
article  on  public  speaking.  It  is  one  of  the  best  articles  on 
the  subject  I  have  ever  read,  and  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  all 
our  young  men  and  young  women  in  their  Christian  Endeavor  work, 
and,  f or  that  matter,  on  every  occasion  when  they  have  to  address 
assemblies.  I  enclose  a  check  for  the  sum  named  in  my  letter 


Very  cordially  yours, 


asking  for  the  article. 


Idylls,  "3". 


Cable  Address: 

INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK. 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition. 


Office  of  Secretary. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
! 56  Fifth  Avenue. 


Post  Offioe  Box  F, 
Station  O. 


New  York , . August. 3d  , . iSg  6. 


To  the  Brethren  of  the  Missions 

of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Persia, 

India,  Siam,  China,  Japan  and  Korea. 

Dear  Brethren: - 

In  response  to  the  desire  often  expressed  by  many  of  you 
for  a  visit  from  some  representative  of  the  Board  to  study  with  you  on 
the  field  the  perplexizig  problems  of  missionary  work,  and  in  accordance 
with  our  own  convictions  of  the  importance  of  such  a  measure  ,  we  have 

sent  our  brother,  Robert  E.  Speer,  to  spend  a  few  months  in  your  several 

_ 

fields,  that  he  may  in  conference  with  you  and  by  personal  observation 
become  the  better  acquainted  with  the  conditions  which  confront  you. 

It  is  on  the  mission  field  that  most  of  the  problems  now  demanding  care¬ 
ful  study  arise,  and  they  must  be  studied  on  the  field.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  clear  that  the  home  administration,  from  its  peculiar  rela¬ 
tion  to  all  the  many  fields  alike,  as  well  as  to  the  churches  at  home, 
should  be  able  to  contribute  something  of  value  to  such  study.  It  is 
of  the  greatest  importance,  therefore,  to  maintain  always  the  clearest 
understanding  and  the  most  cordial  mutual  confidence  between  the  offic¬ 
ers  and  the  members  of  the  Board  at  home  and  the  various  representatives 
of  the  work  on  the  field. 

Mr.  Speer  carries  to  you  our  affectionate  greetings,  and  we 
are  sure  we  can  commend  him  to  your  confidence.  We  desire  him  to  make 
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in  our  behalf  a  yet  more  special  study  of  mission  problems,  and  we  know 
he  will  be  open  to  all  new  impressions  and  views. 

The  Board  recognizes  with  great  warmth  of  feeling  the  earnest¬ 
ness  and  fidelity  with  which  the  Missions  under  its  care  are  prosecut¬ 
ing  the  vast  enterprise  committed  to  their  charge  as  the  agents  of  our 
Church,  but  above  all  the  servants  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  They  can 
not  but  put  a  high  estimate  on  the  results  which,  through  the  blessing 
of  God’s  Spirit,  have  attended  your  labors,  accompanied  with  many  and 
large  sacrifices  for  Christ's  sake.  Your  reports  are  ever  read  with 
joy  and  gratitude  over  your  successes  and  encouragements,  and  with 
genuine  sympathy  with  you  in  the  trials  and  discouragements  which  often 
grieve  you  and  retard  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  presence  of  some 
of  your  number,  from  time  to  time,  among  us,  is  a  source  of  great  help 
and  inspiration  to  us  and  to  our  churches. 

We  are  meanwhile  alive  to  the  gravity  of  the  momentous  quest¬ 
ions  which  in  nearly  every  field,  in  one  form  or  another,  press  upon 
your  attention.  Probably  never  was  there  a  period  when  the  leaders  of 
thought  in  the  whole  Church  of  Christ  were  giving  more  time  to  the 
study  of  these  questions,  especially  to  the  principles  which  chould 
underlie  and  shape  the  Foreign  Mission  policy  of  the  Church.  It  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  the  mission-conscience  of  the  Church  is  hardly 
satisfied  with  the  results  thus  far  attained  from  its  endeavors  in  this 
branch  of  work  for  Christ,  nor  wholly  at  ease  as  to  whether  its  methods 
in  this  service  are  the  most  efficient  possible.  Would  that  it  were 
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more  alive  to  its  obligations  for  the  more  rapid  evangelization  of  all 
the  nations! 

The  very  progress  of  missionary  work,  the  changing  conditions 
of  the  nations,  political  and  social,  the  stern  resistance  that  arises 
in  some  quarters  to  the  forward  movement  of  the  Gospel,  as  from  the 
faiths  of  Islam  aiid  Confucianism,  as  well  as  the  financial  problems  at 
home,-  all  are  demanding  of  us  a  closer  study  of  foundation  questions 
and  a  more  earnest  search  for  the  best  methods  for  carrying  on  this 
great  work  to  a  victorious  end  as  promised  by  our  divine  Captain.  We 
seem  to  have  reached  a  new  stage  in  the  history  of  Missions.  We  must 
all  appreciate  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  at  the  Anglican  Missionary  Conference  held-  in  London  in  1894: 
•’The  scientific  study  of  Missions  is  a  thing  which  is  beginning,  and 
could  only  begin  not  merely  after  certain  ideas  had  corae  to  be  held  by 
the  minds  of  a  few  great  thinkers,  but  after  people  in  general  had  got 
some  idea  of  the  philosophy  of  history.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
could  there  possibly  arise  any  idea  of  the  scientific  study  of  Missions." 
And  he  further  remarks:  "Luther  said  that  there  never  was  any  remark¬ 
able  revolution  made  by  the  Word  of  God  unless  He  had  prepared  the  way 
by  the  revival  and  flourishing  of  languages  and  literature  as  so  many 
precursors."  To  which  the  Archbishop  adds:  "That  is  true,  and  exact¬ 
ly  the  converse  is  true,  that  when  there  has  been  a  great  advance  in 
the  knowledge  of  languages  and  literature  and  science,  throwing  new 
ideas  into  the  minds  of  many  people,  there  takes  place  first  of  all  a 
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boiling,  a  kind  of  whirlpool*  People  fear  that  what  is  best  is  coming 
to  an  end,  and  just  then  out  shoots  a  clear  stream,  stronger  and  broader 
than  ever." 

We  are  happy  to  recognize  the  important  contributions  which 
your  respective  Missions  have  made  to  a  better  understanding  of  mission¬ 
ary  opportunity  and  duty.  The  little  book  of  hr.  Nevius  oi  the  Shan¬ 
tung  Mission,  on  Self-support,  has  strongly  affected  sentiment  and 
policy  in  maiiy  Missions  of  our  own  and  other  Churches.  The  Conferences 
at  Shanghai,  Madras  and  Hamadan,  in  which  some  of  you  participated,  are 
land-marks  in  the  development  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China,  India 
and  Persia,  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  The  one  at  Hamadan, 
more  limited  in  its  sphere  of  influence  ,  perhaps,  wa^  the  most  thorough 
and  exhaustive  study  of  any  mission  field  which  has  come  under  our 
notice.  We  were  much  impressed  with  the  candor  exhibited  in  the  papers 
read  and  the  discussions  which  followed.  We  cannot  refrain  from  quot¬ 
ing  a  passage  in  the  paper  from  Ur.  Holmes,  which  shows  how  alive  some 
of  our  missionaries  are  to  dangers  which  surround  them.  "There  are 
always  so  many  demands  made  upon  the  missionary ' s  time  and  strength, 
and  so  many  appeals  to  his  sympathies  in  various  directions,  that  he 
feels  compelled,  in  order  to  avoid  frittering  away  his  opportunities, 
to  limit  himself  to  definite  lines  of  labor,  leaving  vastly  more  out¬ 
side  than  is  included  in  their  limits,  and  trying  to  do  well  and  faith¬ 
fully  the  work  which,  as  he  believes.  Divine  Providence  has  laid  it 
upon  him  to  do.  But  it  is  quite  possible  to  become  so  absorbed  in  the 
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specific  duty  which  lies  nearest  us,  that  we  may  grow  oblivious  of 
tendencies,  insidious  at  first,  but  which  if  left  unchecked  may  render 
nugatory  much  of  the  work  upon  which  we  have  so  faithfully  toiled. 

In  spiritual  matters  no  less  than  in  the  realm  of  nature,  there  is  an 

inherent  disposition  to  follow  the  lines  of  the  least  resistance . 

It  will  do  us  no  harm  to  put  some  questions  to  ourselves  as  stewards  of 

the  bounty  which  God  has  given  us  to  administer .  in  view  of  the 

magnitude  of  our  force,  and  of  the  expense  of  our  plant,  and  of  our 
annual  expenditure,  are  we  accomplishing  what  we  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  accomplish  in  the  work  of  evangelization?"  Invest igations 
conducted  in  such  a  spirit  of  humble,  earnest  inquiry,  better  to  under¬ 
stand  the  leading  of  God's  Providence  and  Spirit,  cannot  but  result  in 
large  divine  blessing  to  all  the  missionary  interests  on  the  field  and 
to  the  Board  and  churches  at  home. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  to  specify  the  many  and  various  pro¬ 
blems  Which  are  likely  to  claim  attention  on  such  a  visit  as  this  of 
Mr.  Speer's.  But  there  are  two  or  three  In  particular  which  have  such 
an  immediate  and  pressing  importance  upon  the  development  of  Christ's 
kingdom  In  the  lands  where  you  minister  in  His  name,  that  it  is  fitting 
we  make  special  reference  to  them. 

The  first  concerns  the  proper  place  of  education  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  other  departments  of  missionary  activity,  and  especially 
with  reference  to  direct  evangelism.  What  is  the  proper  ratio  of  ap¬ 
propriations  for  these  different  departments? 


What  the  proper  limits 
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of  grade  in  the  education  offered,  etc?  Questions  more  engrossing  in 
some  fields  than  others,  hut  hardly  to  he  avoided  anywhere.  Any  light 
toward  the  wise  treatment  of  this  subject  that  may  come  from  confer¬ 
ences  with  brethren  on  the  field  we  shall  greatly  value. 

Another  and  still  more  urgent  problem  is  of  the  organization 
of  a  self-reliant,  self-supporting,  self-propagating  Native  Church,  as 
an  essential  factor  in  the  redemption  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  unto 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  All  missionary  records  recognize  the  truth 

that  a  Mission  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  permanent  thing  in  itsell ,  but 
a  temporary  means  towards  the  establishment  of  the  Native  Church,  that 
the  Native  Church  ought  not  to  be  trained  to  continued  dependence  on 
the  Mission,  but  as  rapidly  as  possible  led  to  stand  alone,  with  an 
ever-increasing  sense  of  its  responsibility  to  our  Lord  Christ  and  to 
the  unevangelized  heathen  beyond,  to  give  to  them  also  the  Gospel.  It 
cannot  be  claimed,  however,  that  our  Boards  and  Missionary  Societies 
have  always  succeeded  in  conforming  their  practice  to  this  principle. 
Some  even  ask  us,  "Can  not  the  Native  Church  be  established  on  a  basis 
requiring  at  the  outset  less  dependence?”  We  are  looking  with 

anxious  expectation  for  more  light  on  these  questions,  and  are  hopeful 
of  gaining  light  from  the  present  visit.  And  there  will  be  other 
matters  of  grave  importance  which  you  will  wish  to  bring  to  Mr.  Speer’s 
attention. 

We  commend  our  brother  and  Mrs.  Speer  to  your  affectionate 
confidence.  We  anticipate  for  you  the  most  delightful  spiritual  inter- 
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course.  You  will  take  counsel  together,  pray  together,  labor  together 
for  a  little  while,  in  close  communion  we  must  believe,  with  Christ  our 
common  Lord,  through  His  Holy  Spirit  ministering  unto  your  hearts  and 
understanding.  It  will  be  his  privilege  to  sit  with  you  in  your  Mis¬ 
sion  conferences,  to  worship  with  you  in  your  churches,  and  not  least, 
to  come  into  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  the 
same  faith  with  ourselves,  whom  God  has  redeemed  out  of  the  respective 
nations  where  you  dwell.  So  far  as  the  time  allows,  he  will  share 
your  trials  and  hopes  and  fears.  If  our  Lord  mercifully  spares  and 
returns  him,  he  will  bring  back  to  us  fresher  and  clearer  impressions 
of  your  work  and  warfare.  He  bears  from  us  and  from  the  great  Church 
which  we  represent,  the  assurance  of  our  love  and  sympathy  with  you  all, 
our  great  confidence  in  you  as  individuals  and  as  Missions,  and  our  con¬ 
stant  prayer  that  the  Lord  will  sustain  you  in  your  trials,  deliver  you 
from  all  peril,  strengthen  you  for  every  labor,  bless  you  always  with  a 
sense  of  His  presence  and  favor,  and  satisfy  the  desire  oi  your  heart. 
And  may  His  Kingdom  soon  be  established  in  all  the  earth,  and  all  His 
faithful  servants  reign  together  with  Him! 

In  behalf  of  the  Board, 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


,  till-  g  c  ion 

JUL  i  1  I  > 


,mr.  s  pet 


Berkeley,  July  23,  1906 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 


I  count  absolutely  upon  you  for  our 


University  Meeting  of  Friday,  October  nineteenth.  At 
this  meeting,  which  occurs  every  fortnight,  all  the 
students  and  faculty  are  assembled;  men  sing  and  cheer; 
the  leaders  of  student  organizations  male  reports  and 
announcements  and  somebody  speaks  in  offhand  style  or 
any  other  style,  provided  it  is  his  ownj.  to  the  assembled 
throng.  No  other  opportunity  afforded  by  student  gather¬ 
ings  is  so  great  as  this.  You  must  put  everything  aside 
in  order  to  meet  this  particular  appointment.  If  you 
speak  under  the  auspices  of  the  Christian  Association, 
you  will  not  have  one-tenth  as  many  to  hear  you,  and  you 
will  not  reach  the  fellows  who  are  worth  while,  i.  e. , 
the  publicans  and  sinners. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Robert  E.  Speer,  Esq., 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


Yjk  e  e  /e  v'l  M'  ■  ^ i 


H ont evallo ,  Alabama 
March  14, 


Mr.  Robert  K.  Sheer, 

Student  Volunteer  Movement, 
3  Vest  2Q  Si.,  Reis  York 


Dear  Mr.  Steer: 


I i  I  shall  not  take  more  than  a  moment  of 
your  time,  I  will  appreciate  your  giving  me 
the  name  and  issue  of  the  publication  referred 
to  in  your  book  " H ow  to  Deal  wit n  l  emp  t  as i 0  n 
p.  V,  in  which  occurs  the  address  "The  Perils 

of  the  Forgiven  Life". 

Let  me  here  thank  you  for  the  spiritual 
help  which  I  have  always  gotten  from  your  books. 
I  study  them,  and  preach  them,  and  circulate 
them. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Pastor,  M .  E.  Church,  South, 
Mont evallo ,  Alabama. 
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New  York,  October  8th,  1906. 


Iv^y  dear  mother :- 

I  am  sending  you  today  some  copies  of  the  poem  '’Cricket"  which  1  think 
you  will  find  corrected  and  copied  carefully.  If,  however,  you  should  find  it 
necessary  to  correct  furt  her,  I  will  he  only  to&  glad  to  have  them  re— written  at  once. 

I  am  very  tired,  very  much  worn  out.  I  an  passing  through  an  experience 
of  the  heart,  if  you  can  grasp  ray  meaning,  and  it  has  and  is  playing  sad  havoc  with 
me.  The  fact  is/ that  business  is  so  rotten,  and  opportunities  look  so  far  away, 
that  I  am  discouraged.  When  I  speak  of  a  matter  of  the  heart,  I  mean  that  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  ray  dreams  appear  to  he  slim.  I  am  tired  of  the  struggle  of  existence, 
tired  of  the  grind  and  monotony  and  I  am-  very  lonely.  What  I  need,  I  think,  is  a 
circle  of  your  friends  that  are  nice  people;  young  people  who  are  will  he  a  help 
to  me.  13y  evenings  and  nights  are  the  harest  to  pass.  During  the  day  I  am  with 
business  friends,  hut  they  pass  with  the  day  and  when  night  comes  I  fina  that  I  am 
exceedingly  lonely.  It  is  easy  enough  to  get  acquainted  with  the  wrong  kind,  and 
next  to  impossible  to  get  acquainted  with  the  kind  that  will  he  profitable.  What 
I  need  is  some  influence,  letters  of  int  ’Oduction  to  people  who  can  benefit  me.  I 

am  a  member  of  no  club,  a  pity,  and  the  churches  do  not  afford  opportunities  as  you 

would  naturally  suppose,  and  as  is  characteristic  of  the  Boston  churches  and  ,  hose 
in  smaller  towns,  'in  a  city,  like  New  York,  even  in  the  churches,  you  never  see 
the  same  faces  twice  —  wo  are  all  strangers.  Somehow  the  N.Y.  churches  lack  hat 
cordiality  and  welcome  that  your  Boston  churches  have.  And  I  am  so  tired  of  it  all 

and  so  utterly  lonely.  You  raroly  hear  mo  complain,  but  at  times  I  almost  perish, 

_ahd"I'TedX_as  IT  I  must  fly  to  you,  place  my  head  on  your  shoulder,  feel  your  dear 
arms  about  my  neck  while  I  cry  it  out  as  I  used  to  do  when  a  small  boy.  I  know  that 
you  are  so  sad  and  broubled  yourself,  that  I  rarely  have  the  courage  to  add  more  woe, 
but  today  I  feel  as  if  I  couldn’t  endure  it  longer.  I  detest  New  York  and  its  lonely 
life.  I  am  tired  of  the  struggle  in  business  that  brings  scarcely  any  reward.  Some¬ 
times  I  go  without  food,  sometimes  I  suffer  dreadfully..  There  is  no  one  that  cares, ^ 
no  one  to  go  to  for  encouragement.  One  must  fight  along,  or  drop  out  and  let  soraeoody 
else  it.  One  may  die  in  the  morning  and  by  night  those  closest  around  won’t  recall 
the  fact.  It  is  a  cold  blooded,  heart-breaking  life  to  be  in  New  York  ana  in  business 
without  influence,  letters  of  introduction  and  a  crowd  of  jolly  friends  about  you. 

I  have  not  laughed  actually  in  months.  I  get  morbid,  and  unnatural  and  old  and  at 
times  I  feel  a3  if  I  were  surely  going  mad.  Because  what  is  it  all  going  to  lead 
to  and  amount  to  finally.  I  am  at  an  age  where  I  should  have  some  find  girl’s  love^ 
to  help  me,  seme  fine  girl’s  admiration  and  respect.  I  need  it.  I  can  get  thousands 
of  girls  who  amoung  to  nothing,  but  I  want  none  of  them.  You  cannot  meet  fine  people 
unless  you  haVe  an  entree,  and  I  have  none.  I  have  fought  out  my  business  acquaintance s, 
but  it  is  different  with  my  social  side,  for  I  have  none.  Each  night  finds  me  in  my 
ro<i>m  absolutely  alone,  no  sound  of  music,  laughter  or  anything  else.  I  sit  there  until 
bed  time  studying  and  writing  and  then  sadly  retire.  I  have  not  been  to  a  theatre 
since  spring.  My  only  consolation  is  my  pipe  and  that  cannot  talk  to  me.  And  I  am 
worn  out  and  tired  out  and  sick.  Forgive  me  for  telling  you  all  this,  but  when  I 
stop  to  think  of  what  I  am  missing  and  what  others  are  enjoying  it  breaks  my  heart. 

I  see  no  beauty  in  the  fall  weather;  all  seasons  are  alike  in  a  city  like  New  York. 

Is  there  anything  I  can  do  to  change  things;  what  may  I,  without  money  or 
influence  do  to  alter"  conditions?  Don’t  mention  the  Y.M.G.A.  It  is  a  big  heartless 
barn  here,  where  you  see  boys  one  night  and  never  again.  They  come  and  go  and  that  is 
the  end  of  it.  Is  there  any  nice  people  here  that  you  know  to  whom  I  could  carry  a 
letter  of  introduction  and  through  them  meet  people  and  have  good  times  too?  Why  I 
am  getting  old  and  ugly  and  soured  and  worn  out.  Has  life  no  better  to  offer  a  boy 
like  me  with  his  ambitions,  sympathetic  nature  and  yearnings,  and  if  so  -  what? 

your  devoted  boy  Ralph 
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"but  he  was  away,  out  of  town. 


How  I  must  stop  and  go  on  with  my  work. 


With 


all  my  love ,  I  am 


Your  devoted  hoy, 

Ralph. 
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My  dearest  mother: 


You  will  note  from  the  above 
that  I  am  working  for  the  above  company,  that  is,  they  engaged 
me  to  work  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  this  week  merely, 
for  ^8.00.  This  will  be  the  first  cent  I  have  earned  for 

three  weeks,  and  what  I  have  gone  through,  passed  through  etc., 
is  too  terrible  to  repeat.  There  has  been  nothing  doing  in 

my  law  work,  business  has  been  rotten  in  the  extreme,  and  I 
have  come  very  near  going  under  many  times.  This  little 
three  day  job  will  about  save  my  life.  Yesterday,  for 
instance,  I  ate  nothing  all  day  because  I  did’nt  have  a  cent 
left.  I  am  not  telling  you  these  things  to  trouble  s^ou, 

neither  do  I  want  sympathy  or  pity.  I  came  to  lew  York  to 

study  law,  to  get  up  in  my  law,  to  become  successful.  I  have 
stood  for  everjrfching,  endured  everything,  given  up  things, 
almost  died  many  times  etc.  just  merely  because  I  was  determined 
to  win  at  LAW.  Finally  I  did  win  so  far  as  learning  went. 

In  these  days  of  trial,  I  find  it  very  hard  indeed  to  smile  and 
be  happy,  though  I  do  smile  and  I  do  try  to  be  as  happy  as  it 
is  possible.  My  rent  at  14  West  60th  Street  was  so  long  due, 


that  I  found  I  could  stand  the  strain  no  longer.  The 
landlady  was  a  jewel  to  me,  even  as  she  always  has  been, 
because  she  knew  that  I  was  HOBEST,  she  knew  that  I  WOULD 
pay  her  when  I  could.  I  went  to  her  last  week  and  told  her 

I  was  going  to  move  because  I  could 'nt  stand  even  that  amount 
of  rent,  nor  could  I  longer  let  it  pile  up.  She  felt  very 
badly  about  it,  because  she  liked  me  and  would  do  anything 
for  me,  but  I  insisted,  and  so  just  packed  a  grip  full  of 
little  things  and  went  to  a  friend’s  room,  a  Mr.  Beck,  where 
I  now  am  until  such  time  as  I  can  get  a  little  money  ahead 
and  hire  a  room,  or,  return  to  14  West  60th  Street. 


I  have  succeeded  remarkably  in  certain 
lines,  but  earning  money  is  a  terrible  game,  whether  it  be  in 
£>os  uon  or  in  ITew  bork,  or  anywhere.  I  have  not  wanted  to 

return  to  a  stenographer’s  position  after  my  struggles,  and  I 


't  j1  rpjfW  mi 
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hungry  and  cold  and  discouraged  just  to  hold  out  and  win. 

But  I  can't  hold  out  longer  I  guess.  Positions  in  Dew  York 
are  not  as  thick  and  as  many  as  one  might  think;  they  are  hard 
to  get,  and  when  you  do  get  one  there  is  little  or  no  money 
paid,  simply  because  there  are  so  very  many  stenographers  on 
the  market.  As  for  getting  a  clerkship  in  some  office, 


I  would  not  do  that,  becavise,  in  the  first  place,  I  know  very 
little  about  book-keeping,’  or  other  duties  of  a  clerk,  and  in 
the  second  place  such  a  position  pays  smaller  salaries  than  even 
a  stenographer  can  command.  I  came  here  to  the  above  firm 

because  I  knew  a  man  here  whom  I  did  a  little  legal  work  for 
and  asked  him  to  keep  me  busy  for  a  few  days  as  I  was  "broke”. 

I  said  it  laughingly  to  him  so  he  would  think  nothing,  and  he 
said  I  was  just  in  time  for  his  stenographer  was  ill  this  week 
and  if  I  wanted  to  do  so  I-  could  fill  in  until  the  stenographer 
returned . 

I  do  not  want  yoii  to  worry  about  me,  nor  do  I  want  you 
to  feel  badly,  for  just  as  surely  as  there  is  a  sun  in  the  sky, 
just  so  surely  will  I  succeed  sooner  or  later.  You  must  not 

tell  anyb o dy  that  I  am  hard  pressed  or  not  doing  very  well,  etc. 
because  I  don't  want  anybody  to  know  it. 

You  may  continue  sending  your  mail  to  me  at  14  West 
60th  Street  as  before.  I  will  call  and  get  it  there.  I  shall 
probably  return  to  live  there  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  little  money 
but  I  could 'nt  pile  up  rent  there  when  nothing  was  coming  in. 

You  are  in  my  prayers  every  day  and  at  night  (for  I  do  pray)  and 
you  have  all  my  love . 

Ho,  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Speer  since.  I  called  twice 
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Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Mission  Rooms,  156  Tifth  Ave.  Hew  York  City. 
My  dear  Robert. 


A  letter  came  this  morning  addressed  to 
the  Mission  signed  by  Mr.  Ehite  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Halsey.  In  it 
is  reported  the  action  of  the  Board  in  accppting  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Boyce.  T)r.  T.  leaves  Saltillo  today  fofc  the  Border  and  will  be 
in  Pittsburg  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

The  separation  of  this  worker  from  our  scanty  and  scattered  f 
force  of  workers  has  caused  some  of  us  great  distress.  Ye  have  gone 
over  the  situation  repeatedly  trying  to  devise  in  what  way  to  hold 
together  the  broken  strands  and  fill  the  gap  which  is  made  by  the 
dropping  out  of  our  older^and  most  experienced  worker.  I  have  finally 
decided  for  my  part  and  entirely  without  the  knowledge  of  any  other 
member  of  the  Mission  except  my  wife  to  write  you  a  confidential  letter 
in  order  that  the  matter  may  go  no  further  and  my  action  do  no  harm 
if  in  ;  our  judgment  nothing  can  be  done. 

I  have  not  seen  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
Dr.  p-alsey  and  Dr.  Boyce.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  in  a  position  even 
to  express  an  opinion  as  to  which  was  in  the  right,  or  which  is  to 
blame,  but  the  separation  of  Dr.  Boyce  from  the  Mission  has  grown 
out  of  such  personal  difference.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  at  least 
three  other  members  of  the  Mission,  not  counting  myself,  have  felt 
that  Dr.  palsey  has  not  sustained  the  Mission  and  secured  what  was 
her  doe  in  the  adjustment  of  matters  which  have  come  before  the  Board. 

As  long  as  Dr.  Halsey  is  the  correspondent  for  our  Mission,  there 
is  no  likelihood  of  getting  Dr.  Boyce  to  return  to  the  Mission.  If 
on  account  of  the  attitude  of  Dr.  H v  Miss  Bflmine  resigns,  as  she  has 
declared  she  will  unless  proper  apologies  are  made,  I  fear  greatly 
that  another  of  the  male  missionaries  will  resign  simply  because  he 
can  see  no  outlook  for  the  work  under  the  present  plan  of  administra¬ 
tion.  A3  you  knew  very  well,  there  is  quite  a  lot  of  work  which 
must  be  done  which  cannot  be  put  upon  a  young  missionary  and  which  has 
been  gradually  piling  up  upon  the  older  members  of  the  mission  who 
have  been  able  to  carry  the  load.  Hith  the  loss  of  Boyce  the  burden 
seems  intolerable  and  if  the  other  one  goes,  I  shall  feel  like  going 
myself.  You  know  we  can't  help  feeling  responsible.  It  is  hot  the 
Board  which  pushes  us,  for  we  feel  that  the  Board  knows  very  little 
of  what  is  going  on  in  yexico,  but  it  is  the  work  itself,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  service  and  the  risk  of  blunders  when  left  in  inexperienced 
hands.  There  comes  a  time  when  the  burden  is  too  great  to  carry,  and 
we  simply  have  to  say  to  the  Board:  "If  you  are  not  interested  suffi¬ 
ciently  in  the  conservation  of  the  work  already  done  in  Me*ico 


toi&aainiain  the  work  in  a  condition  of  heal'th,  not  to  say  pro 
gress,  why,  we  who  remain  will  get  out  from  under  rath.;r  than  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  and  be  blamed  for  the  downfall  which  is  sure 
to  come.” 

Just  for  example.  How  was  it  that  when  the  Board  voted  a  ten 
percent  increase  for  the  entire  field  last  year,  (present  fiscal 
year)  cpo  received  only  a  five  percent  increase?  Why  is  it  that 

while  the  work  in  Mexico  is  equal  in  importance  to  the  combined 
stations  of  Guatemala,  Columbia,  Venezuela  and  Chile,  we  received  out 
of  the  Kennedy  fund  but  a  little  more  than  was  granted-  for  Guatemala 
alone 7 

We  have  had  relocated  promises  fr.om  Dr.  Halsey  that  he  would  visit 
the  field  and  help  us  with  his  counsels.  He  has  not  been  able  to  do 
so . 

w0uld  it  not  be  possible  to  secure  a  readjustment  of  the  'ission// 
correspondence  so  that  some  one  else  could  rejorese: t  us  before  the 
Board  and  relieve  several  of  the  members  of  a  feeling  of  discom idcnce 
and  discouragement?  If  such  a  change  could  be  brought  about  in' the 
proper  way  I  think  it  would  be  possible  to  get  Dr.  Boyce  again- on  the 

ground  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  heart  will  always  be  m  this  work 

and  there  is  no  one  more  helpful  than  he,  looking  at  his  work  from 
every  side. 

In  this  matter  I  have  nothing  to. say  of  myself.  I  have  nothing 
agains$  Dr,  TJ.alsey.  His  personal  letters  to  me  have  been  very  kind 
and  cordial,  and  if  I.  could  be  assured  that  the  others  are  mistaken 
in  accusing  him  of  apathy  in  regard  to  the  work  of  our .Mission,  I 

should  have  no  reason  at  all  for  wanting  a  change,  yt  is  lor  this 

reason  that  I  have  dared  to  write  to  you,  whom  I. trust  a-s  an  old 
friend,  believing  that  in  some  delicate  way  you  can  suggest  that 
which  will  bring  us  all  relief. 


If  in  yvour  opinioa 
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and  that  will  be  the  end  of  the  matter  as  far  as  this  correspondence 
is  concerned.  I  have  heard  one  of  the  missionaries  make  the  remark 
that  at  fhe  annual  Mission  Meeting,  a  request  will  be  presented 
asking  that  the  Board  make  the  change  in  correspondent.  I  think  that 
would  be  unwise  .if  there  was  any  other  way  of  accomplishing  the  same 
result.  I  am  sure  that  if  the  Board  knew  such  request  was  unanimous 
it  would  be  granted  at  once.  I  know  that  such  a  request  would  not  be 
unanimous  us  the  Mission  has  in  it  elements  which  are  never  in 
accord  one  with  another,  and  it  is  on  account  of  these  differences  t 
that  Dr.  ^alsey  has  been  influenced  as  he  has  in  $ia  judgments. 

j\.s  far  as  the  work  outside  of  the  Mission  itself  is  concerned, 
we  are  in  a  peculiar  condition.  The  war  and  revolution  has  opened 
many  doors  and  our  workers  are  eager.  We  have  a  better  spirit  of  unity 
than  ever  before  between  Missionaries  and  native  workers,  so  that 
there  is  scarce  a  cloud  on  the  horizon.  But  we  are  going  to  have  i am¬ 
ine  prices,  business  standstill,  and  a  great  drop  in  self-support. 
Instead  of  retrenchment  we  ought  to  be  pouring  new  blood  and  re¬ 
viving  all  the  old.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  on  El  Earo  to  stir  up  a  re-  - 
v-fval,  and  the  whole  church  is  in  a  fine  healthy~conditionin  spite 
oi?  the  troublous  times  we  have  all  been  thru.  I  want  to  thank  you 
again  for  the  C.E.  articles.  They  are  very  acceptable  and  widely  read. 

Trery  cordially 

your  old  friend 


Old  Shag  Conger  is  splendid  and  doing 
magnificent  work;  he  is  very  popular 
as  he  is  a  genuine  worker. 


Oct.  11th,  1911. 


The  Rev.  C.  Scott  Williams. 

T  A 

Apartado  305, 

Mexico  City,  Mexico. 

My  dear  Scott, 

Your  letter  of  September  25th  has  been  received,  and  I  have 
read  it  with  Croat  interest,  and,  as  you  will  believe,  with  no  little  distress 
at  what  you  describe  as  the  mind  of  the  Mission  on  the  subject  of  its  cor¬ 
respondence  with  the  Board.  I  am  sure,  however,  that  without  meaning  to  do  30  at 
all,  you  are  in  danger  of  doing  both  Dr.  Halsey  and  yourselves  a  real  injustice, 
and  I  sm  glad  to  write  on  the  basis  of  our  old  friendly  confidence  to  you, 
so  that  you  can  oe  helpful  to  others  in  guiding  them  to  a  thoroughly  just 
mind . 

There  is  not  a  more  enthusiastic  and  devoted  supporter  of  the 
Mission  work  in  general  and  of  his  own  distinctive  missionary  responsibilities 
in  particular  than  Dr.  Halsey  is.  It  is  true  that  the  Africa  Mission  has  beer- 
having  a  unique  history  the  last  few  years  and  the  facts  themselves  have  been 
a  wonderful  argument  and  appeal  for  the  work  in  that  field.  Nevertheless, 

I  think  it  owes  a  good  part  of  the  increased  interest  and  support  which  it 
has  received  fran  the  Board  and  from  the  Church  to  Dr.  Halsey's  efficacy.  The 
facts  in  Mexico  have  been  very  different  frem  those  in  Africa,  but  so  far  as 
they  made  it  possible  to  do  so,  Dr.  Halsey  has  supported  the  Mission  and  its 
claims  in  the  most  urgent  and  persistent  way.  He  has  not  lost  a  single  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  pressing  the  need  of  men  and  women.  In  Miss  Bonine  he  secured  the 
appointment  of  one  of  the  choicest  candidates  before  the  Board,  and  the  new  men 
who  were  assigned  ranked  among;  the  best  of  the  candidates.  On  the  financial 
side  he  has  stood  by  the  Mission  loyally.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  ground  the 


Mr.  Williams  -  2. 

Mission  would  have  for  disappointment,  because  it  has  not  received  all  that  it 
thought  it  ought  to  have,  but  other  Missions  would  have,  in  their  Own  Judgment, 
equal  ground  for  complaint  against  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  White  and  myself*  With  re¬ 
gard  to  property,  the  Mexico  Mission  received  more  from  the  Kennedy  Fund  than 
Africa,  Hunan  and  Western  India,  more  than  twice  as  much  as  Hainan,  nearly  four  tim< 
as  much  as  Central  Brazil,  more  than  three  times  as  much  as  Colombia,  and  Just 
about  the  same  amount  as  South  China,  the  Kiang-an  Mission,  Syria,  or  Siam. 

This,  too,  although  not  so  many  years  ago  the  Mexico  Mission  received  large 
gifts  for  now  property  from  Mr.  Converse,  which  were  not  paralleled  in  many  of 
these  other  Missions.  In  proportion  to  the  number  of  missionaries,  few  Missions 
fared  as  well  in  the  amount  of  their  property  grant  from  the  Kennedy  FUnd  as 
Mexico. 

As  regards  your  appropriations  for  your  regular  work,  I  know  that 
the  Mission  did  not  got  as  much  as  it  asked  for  in  the  way  of  an  advance,  but  it 
got  all  that  it  had  received  the  preceding-  year ,  plus  a  substantial  addition. 

That  was  not  Dr.  Halsey's  faul4  at  all.  The  appropriations  were  all  gone  over 
in  Council  carefully  and  the  amount  of  advance  given  to  each  Mission  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  Joint  Judgment,  in  the  earnest  effort  to  avoid  any  inequity.  The  percent- 

,  \ 

age  given  »o  Mexico  was  less  than  that  given  to  some  other  Missions*  but  it 
was  greater  than  that  given  t.o  Syria,  and  Mexico  anu  Syria  received  a  smaller 
percentage  than  other  Missions  because  the  gross  amount  given  to  those  Missions 
for  their  native  work  was  already  proportionately  far  in  excess  of  that  given  to 
almost  all  the  other  Missions.  Syria  and  Mexico  have  developed  in  the  past  a  largo 
amount  of  work  drawing  heavily  upon  the  Board's  appropriations.  It  was  not  felt 
that  it  would  be  fair  to  the  other  Missions,  which  had  never  been  as  amply 
supported  as  Mexico  and  Syria,  to  givo  to  Mexico  and  Syria  the  full  benefit 
of  a  percentage  of  increase  which  would  have  netted  these  Missions  very  much 
larger  sums  than  the  other  Missions  would  have  secured,  whose  needs  are  Just 


great,  whoso  opportunit  ies  are  not  less  attractive,  but  whose  past  appropri- 


Mr.  Williams  -  3. 

at  ions  have  been  less  generous  than  those  to  Mexico  and  Syria  and  *lch  would, 
accordingly,  on  an  iron  percentage  basis,  have  suffered  in  ,  no  dlstributio 
is  to  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  Dr.  Boyce.  I  cannot  speak  as  to 
details,  and  only  know  that  if  Dr.  Boyce  can  find  anywhere  in  the  world  a  more 
charitable,  patient,  unselfish  friend  than -he  has  in  Dr.  Halsey,  I  shall  bo 
surprised.  Vd.at  Pr.  Halses-  has  written,  I  do  not  know.  He  has  the  frankest, 
most,  candidly  outspoken  way  with  him,  but  no  one  will  misunderstand  that  who 
knee  him.  He  is  as  true,  sympathetic,  tirelessly  faithful  a  man  and  friend 

as  Is  to  "be  found  In  the  whole  world. 

Possibly  what  some  of  your  associates  nay-  have  eonstrued  as  criticism 

or  apathy  on  hie  part  has  been  merely  an  attempt  to  reflect  the  state  of  mind 
which  anybody  who  attempts  to  advocate  work  in  Latin  American  lands  has  to  meet 
in  the  Church  at  ho, no,  as  I  know  vex,-  well,  but  I  think  you  will  be  doing  a 
great  service  to  the  Mission  and  all  its  -embers  if  you  will  set  their  minds 
right  with  regard  to  any  mlsarprehensionson  these  points,  which  fail  to  appreciate 
the  earnest  support -and  advocacy  which  you  have  in  your  correspondent. 

I  know  that  the  Mission  has  been  earnest  in  its  desire  to  have  more 
visitations,  but  all  the  Missions  feel  the  seme  way  and  Mexico  has  had  more  than 
almost  any  ether  Mission.  As  I  think  I  told  you  when  I  was  last  with  you,  I 
believe  it  is  better  for  Missions  to  work  their  own  problems  through  and  not  to 
rely  upon  hel-  from  without  in  every  time  of  crisis  or  perplex ity. 

I  was  not  wholly  unprepared  to  hoar  of  Dr.  Boyce's  resignation.  You 
may  remember  that  many  years  ago  he  left  the  field,  intending  to  remain  in 
the  United  States,  and  although  he  subsequently  went  back,  there  have  been  many 
times  since  when  ho  has  planned  to  core  back  to  the  United  States  to  take  up  work 
here.  The  death  of  lire.  Boyce  and  him  feeling  of  responsibility  toward  his 
daughters  have,  of  course,  been  influences  that  w-ould  confirm  this  oit 
recurring  purpose,  which  I  am  glad  ho  was  able  to  ley  aside  for  so  many 
year g  of  service  in  Mexico. 


I  f 
' 

Mr.  Williams  -  4. 

I  was  glad  to  get  your  good  word  about  Shag  Conger.  He  has  written  v/ith  great 
satisfaction  about  his  work,  and  X  am  glad  that  he  was  able  to  get  to  the  field  just 
at  the  time  he  did. 

Thank  you  also  for  your  good  word  about  the  Christian  Endeavor  articles.  I  am 

< 

1  s  . 

very  glad  if  they  are  proving  of  any  help  to  you. 

I  want  to  thank  you  also,  Scotty,  for  writing  so  candidly  about  the  difficulty 
as  you  have  3een  it.  I  hope  that  what  I  have  written  will  help  to  disabuse  your 
mind  and  will  help  you  to  help  others  to  think  rightly  about  tilings.  I  wish  X  had 
understood  just  a  little  more  clearly  just  what  you  mean  with  regard  to  Hiss  Bonine’s 
dissatisfaction.  She  surely  cannot  have  just  ground  for  ccnplaint.  I  have  heard 
nothing  but  words  of  unqnalifi ed  praise  regarding  her  fr crn  Dr.  Halsey. 

With  kind  regards  to  Sister  Medora  and  yourself,  I  am. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

dictated  Oct.  7th. 
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Robert  E.  Speer,  Esq., 


Englewood,  N..T, 
My  dear  Mr.  Speer: — 


I  am  much  obliged  for  your  note  of  the  30th  ult.  i  am 


glad  that  you  were  pleased  with  the  photograph  of  Lincoln's  letter. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very  suggestive,  indeed  1  may  cay, 


a  very  imp  res sive  human  document.  I  have  a  certain  feeling  of 


pride  about  it,  that  has,  1  suppose,  hardly  any  real  basis,  but  it 
happens  that  I  found  the  letter  in  a  case  in  a  War  Museum  in  Albany , 
where  it  was  not  specially  displayed  and  where  very  little  attention 
seemed  to  have  been  g  iven  to  it,  and  after  consulting  tiie  curator 
of  the  Museum,  1  procured  a  photograph  of  it.  When  1  was  in  Albany 
the  other  week  and  got  the  copy  which  1  sent  to  you,  the  man  in 
charge  told  me  that  they  had  sold  hundreds  of  the  photographs  since ; 
so  that  now  a  great  many  people  have  hold  of  the  letter  and  are,  I 
hope ,  deriving  from  its  perusal  the  lesson  which,  it  so  wonderfully 
conveys. 

I  trust  I  shall  see  you  before  long,  and  am,  with  cordial 
regards  and  remembranc  es  to  Mrs.  Speer, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


C 


Office  of  the  President: 

>  WALL  STREET. 


New  York,  ~7ehr 


pjU'i,  i^oa 


Robert  R.  Speer,  Rb*i.  , 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Mew  Yorx  Ci  ty. 


'received 

t-tb  lo  1908 

Mr.  Speer. 


My  dea^  Mr.  Soeer: — 

1  have  "oeen  feeling  iiuite  strongly  lately  that  the  members 
of  the  Juvenile  Asylum  Board  who  are  especial  believers  in  tie. 
need  and  efficacy  of  prayer  might  wisely  meet  together  to  make  a 
soecial  request  for  guidance  at  inis  particular  tine  in  tne  bj  fairs 
of  the  Asylum.  As  you  are  aware,  all  of  the  charitable  institutions 
of  Mew  York  City  are  facing  jfie  problem  of  raising  money  for  their 
work  and  the  Asylum  is  not  exempt  from  the  general  stress.  More¬ 
over,  we  have,  as  you  are  also  aware,  considered  the  possibility  of 
uniting  with  some  other  institution  and  there  is,  tnerefore,  some¬ 
thing  of  a  crisis  in  the  af  k  irs  of  ;utlon.  1  do  not  think 

that  it  is  necessarily  a  step  for  general  discussion,  but  1  do  feel 
that  as  1  am  informed  it  was  customary  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
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board's  history  among  the  founders  of  trie  ins  ti  tu  t  ion ,  it  might  he 
well  that  some  of  those  who  feel  especially  the  "burden  of  the  work 
should  meet  together  and  unitedly  ask  for  guidance  in  the  carrying 
forward  of  the  work  at  this  time,  and  with  this  view,  1  am  writing 
to  ask  whether  you  will  not  meet  ith  me  and  a  few  others  of  the 
Board  and  Mr.  H.illes,  at  luncheon.  1  have  secured  a  private  room 
at  the  Ald.ine  Association,  111  Fifth  Avenue,  for  Saturday  at  one 
o'clock,  and  am  inviting,  as  well  as  yourself,  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen:  hr.  Hadden,  hr.  Cushman ,  hr.  Ward,  Mr.  -Hilles,  Mr.  Marling 
and  Hr..  .Tesup.  1  .trust  that  you  approve  of  this  suggestion  and 
may  he  able  to  be  present. 


Kindly  let  me  know  at  your  earliest  convenience  whether 
you  will.be  able  to  attend,  that  i  may  know  exactly  how  many  to 
e x o e c t  at  lun c h . 
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AT  THIRTY*  THREE. 


AT  Thirty-three  the  conqueror 
Of  all  earth T  s  known  domains 

Had  led  victorious  legions  on 
From  Greece  to  India's  plain. 

And  sighing  for  more  regions  yet 
O'er  which  his  power  to  fling, 

Lay  dying , through  the  drunkard’s  cup 
A  helpless,  conquered  king. 

Ere  thirty-three  had  Hero  lain 
For  three  years  in  the  dust; 

His  "blood-stained  revels  ended;  gone 
His  carnivals  of  lust. 

A  horrid  dream,  a  memory 
Of  which  merit  shuddering  tell, 

A  soul  of  midnight  "blackness 
Lit  "by  the  fires  of  hell. 

At  thirty-three  the  Saviour  Christ 
Had  triumphed  o’er  the  to  nib. 

The  crown  was  won.  The  cross  was  past; 
Forgotten  all  its  gloom. 

The  Galilean  mountain  side 
To  all  the  world  would  give 
The  story  of  the  Crucified, 

Who  died  that  we  might  live. 

And  I  at  thirty-three , amid 
The  common  toils  of  men, 

Ho  kingdom  won,  no  cross  endured, 

Ho  deeds  for  Fame  to  pen,- 

Yet  praise  the  Lord  that  in  my  heart 
His  hand  restrains  the  ill, 

And  crave  a  humhle , steadfast  mind 
To  know  and  do  His  will. 

Edgar  II.  Wilson, 


The  above  was  first  published  in  The  Evangelist’1  Hew  fork, June  1^,190^, 
And  copied  in  -  "  GREAT  THOUGHTS"  April  11,  1903, 


Law  and  Prayer. 

Filled  with  law  is  the  blue  shy  above  us: 
Bound  by  law  is  the  green  earth  below; 

^  Lav/  without  us,  within  us,  around  us, 

Holding  sway  over  all  that  we  know. 

As  the  planets  swing  silent  in  splendor, 

Each  is  bound  to  the  foot  of  God's  throne 
By  the  cords  of  His  purpose  unchanging, 
Through  ages  on  ages  His  own. 

Though  the  buttercup  nods  in  its  freedom 
Seeming  nothing  constraining  to  feel, 

Yet  its  life  is  bound  fast  to  its  pattern 
With  invisible  wrappings  of  steel. 

For  our  science  climbs  toilingly  upward 
In  the  pathway  from  nature  to  mind, 

Ever  finding  a  new  statute  written 
Binding  closer  and  closer  mankind. 

And  it  falls  like  a  pall  o'er  our  spirits; 
And  the  prayer  we  would  utter  is  dumb; 

While  we  ask,  ,TCan  He  hear  if  we  call  Him?” 
"Can  He  answer  our  prayer  if  we  come?" 

"Is  there  aught  in  this  great  world  around  u 
But  the  unceasing  spin  of  the  wheels?" 

"Is  our  God  any  more  than  its  Engine?" 

"Do  we  know,  when  we  cry,  that  He  fe&ls?" 

To  the  lips  of  the  fever-worn  patient 
Is  the  cooling  drink  tenderly  pressed, 

To  the  traveller,  wearyfcand  footsore, 

There  is  granted  a  haven  of  rest. 

So  the  soul  that  with  restless  repinings 
Oft  has  sighed  for  the  freedom  of  yore, 

Beating  wings  on  the  bars  of  its  doubtings, 
To  the  sky, free  again, may  yet  soar. 

For  behind  all  the  orders  and  systems, 

And  beyond  the  last  limit  of  space , 

And  above  all  the  stars . in  their  courses, 

The  eternal  "I  Am"  hath  His  place. 

And  the  laws  are  but  servants  attending; 

And  the  statutes  His  messengers  fleet, 

As  He  marches  across  the$wide  heavens; 

"And  the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  His  feet" 

And  His  heart  is  a  heart  of  compassion 
As  He  yearns  o'er  the  children  of  men; 

Until  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour 
Brings  them  peace  and  forgiveness  again. 

And  shall  we  -  forgetting  the  message 
Which  the  Saviour  has  }.eft  for  mankind, 

That  to  those  who  will  ask  shall  be  given, 
That  if  any  will  seek  he  shall  find; 


Forgetting  His  trust  in  the  Father 
As  his  life  in  its  "beauty  unfolds; 

Forgetting  that  nature’s  dominions 
The  Hand,  of  the  Saviour  upholds  ;- 

Shall  we  search  with  an  earth-hounded,  vision; 
And  with  mind  that  is  blind  to  eairbh’s  Cause, 
Think  that  God  can  he  harred  from  His  children, 
Or  he  bound  with  the  chains  of  His  laws? 


Edgar  M.  Wilson. 


HIS  LAST  COMMAND, 

•  .'de  as  the  whole  creation 
wherever  man  is  found; 

Lasting  as  generation 
To  generation  hound; 

»  Tor  on  it  issues 
Of  life  and  death  depend; 

AM&tFtto'Si f8ter ' B  !,reeenoe 


—  e  xci£>o  command.  comes  rinp-in.fr 
Across  the  centuries  din 

strife  and  superstition. 

Or  ignorance  and  sin: 

’/hen  men  for  whom  He  suffered 
In  ways  of  evil  trod; 

„J:?F  Telt  the  mighty  impulse 
Of  the  great  love  of  God. 


1  <s  comes  to  each  true  servant 
And  speaks  a  world  in  need. 

It  tells  of  harvests  ripening 
tVhere  long  has  lain  the  seed, 

,.na  o 1  sr  tue  night  triumphant, 
't  sees, the  darkness  past/ 

A  new  creation  dawning 
./here  Christ  shall  reign  at  last. 


Edgar  K.  ,/ilson. 


l/l Ji  1 5o>n/  L.8. 
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PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY 


PRINCETON.  N.  J. 


PRESIDENT’S  ROOM 


October  14th,  1907 


October  14th,  1907. 


'fy? 

7^)ly  Jjb*'  fc-yt  - OCT  15190/ 


MR.  SPEER. 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer:- 

As  I  have  already  said  to  you,  I  was  sincerely 
sympathetic  with  the  suggestion  that  Princeton  confer  an 
honorary  degree  upon  the  Bishop  of  London,  but  we  have  al~ 
reudy  been  obliged  to  arrange  for  an  irregular  bestowal  of 
a  degree  on  Mr.  James  Bryce  -  I  mean  irregular  in  being  at 
a  time  not  provided  for  in  our  bylaws  -  but  I  was  still 
hoping  to  find  a  way  when  I  learned  that  Bishop  Ingram  was 
to  sail  on  the  seventeenth  of  this  month,  the  very  day  on 
which  our  Board  meets  and  the  only  day  on  which  the  degree 
could  be  voted.  I  am  very  sorry  indeed. 


Always  cordially  and  faithfully  yours. 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer. 


Vt Jtlse>yij  Wood*#*/ 


PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON,  N.  J. 

PRESIDENT'S  ROOM  March  27th,  1909. 

I 

Xt  AwWtf 

sifter. 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer;- 

There  is  a  matter  of  a  good  deal  of  importance 
which  Mrs.  Wilson  and  I  would  very  much  like  to  discuss  with 
you,  if  we  had  the  opportunity,  and  I  am  writing  to  ask 
if  you  could  generously  arrange  to  stop  over  in  Princeton 
and  lunch  with  us  some  Monday  or  Tuesday  when  your  journey- 
ings  bring  you  past  the  Junction. 

The  matter  concerns  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement, 
in  which  we  have  recently  come  to  have  a  personal  concern 
because  of  the  interest  of  one  of  our  daughters  in  it.  We 
fear  that  she  is  in  danger  of  pursuing  a  mistaken  course 
and  would  like  very  much  to  have  a  frank  talk  with  you  about 
it.  If  you  cannot  give  us  the  pleasure  of  lunching  with 
us,  probably  I  can  arrange  to  see  you  some  time  in  New  York, 
though  I  should  very  much  prefer  that  Mrs.  Wilson  should 


see  you  also. 

With  much  regard, 

Faithfully  yours, 


Mr,  Robert  E.  Speer 


1 Ajilio*,  WcoJ  rtf*/ 


PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY 


PRINCETON,  N.  J. 


PRESIDENT'S  ROOM 


April  5th,  1909. 


received 


(>  *v’*' 


Mr.  Speer. 


My  dear  Mr.  Speer:- 

Thank  you  very  much  indeed  for  your  kind  letter 
of  March  31st. 

It  will  "be  perfectly  convenient  for  Mrs.  Wilson 
and  rae  if  you  will  drop  in  on  us  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
24th.  I  hope  it  is  not  going  to  put  you  to  great  incon¬ 
venience,  If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  a  little 
beforehand  by  what  train  to  expect  you,  I  can  make  sure  of 
being  at  home  when  you  call.  Unexpected  summons  often  take 
me  away  from  the  house, 

I  very  much  appreciate  your  kindness  in  making  this 
arrangement . 

Cordially  and  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 


|/V/sA« 


Luther  D.  Wishard 

Metropolitan  Building 
Madison  Square 
New  Yo  r  k 
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Apm  27,  1910  .jMr.  Speer, 


LEr .  Bo"bert  E .  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Ilew  York  City,  IT.  Y, 

My  dear  Speer: - 

You  do  not  need  any  assurance  rom  me  of  my  deep 

appreciation  of  your  two  letters.  I  have  simply  iound  it  impos- 

-■* 

sihlc-  to  v/r'te  or  to  say  much.  I  am  deeply  troubled  and  do  not 
know  yet  just  where  to  turn. 


Ever  yours  af "‘ecticil  '  ly, 
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